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A.??TAI;CTIC SKY Ccu;DIzS -- - - - - L o  

Most people think of! the p o l a r  lands  end segs as monotonously white, but 

the n a r r a t i v e s  of explorat . ion i n  nign l a t i t u d e s  dwell upon the  magnificence and 

v e r i e t y  of the co lors ,  which r e s u l t  c h i e f l y  from the f a c t  that the sun, dur ing  a 

e r e s t  p a r t  o f  the  year ,  does n o t  r i s e  very f e r  above the horizon o r  sink very far 

below it. Thus the Arc t ic  and the Antat6SZGcget much more than  t h e i r  share  o f  sun- 

r i s e  and sunse t  co lo r s ,  as ccmprecl wi th  the  r e s t  o f  the  world. The sun has now 

s e t  f o r  the win ter  upon ComTander Byrd and his companions i n  Antarc t ica ,  bu t  they 

w i l l  s t i l l  enjoy f u r  some time t o  come the splendors of the sunset  sky p a r t  of each 

c l e a r  day. 

The b e a u t i f u l  co l3 r ing  of' the s k i e s  i s  described by Shackleton, who t e l l s  

of  a golden t i n t  t'm.t l a s t e d  seven hoiirs, ana vho records one n ight  i n  the Weddell 

Sea Rhen the  sun, which d i d  no t  s e t ,  t rave led  behind a bank of clouds and gave 

elow of crimson and gold t o  the southward, w i t h  d e l i c a t e  p a l e  green r e f l e c t i o n s  i n  

the watier o f  the  lanes". Sometimes the c o l o r  schemes a r e  cont inous f o r  s eve ra l  days. 

P r i e s t l y  desc r ibes  such a f e a s t  of co lo r ing  seen once a t  Robertson Bay. Amundsen 

speaks of the splendor of the sunset  i n  the Bay of Whales, saying: 

Surroundings o f  t h i s  f a i r y l a n d  o f  blue and white do much t o  increase  t h e i r  beauty-ll 

1'No doubt the 

Scot t  o f t en  dwells  on t h i s  sub jec t ,  and D r .  E.A. Wilson has l e f t  us some charming 

'%iter c o l o r  sketches of An ta rc t i c  skies. 
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