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It i s  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  exmn-plle of the  way words wander from t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  

and l i t e r a l  meanings t h t  sc&ence ncwad-ays a p p l i e s  the  term llrainbowtl t o  c e r t a i n  

o p t i c a l  phenomena not  due t o  rain. Sone are caused by fog. The fog-bow i s  c lassed  

a s  a ra.inbow when the  cog i n  which i t  is foimed cons i s t s  of water  droplets. Xn such 

a case the  bowp though sometimes descr ibed a s  white,  shows, i f  b r igh t  enough, a cer- 

t a i n  amount of co lo r ;  g e n e r d l y  a reddish  ou te r  border. Another kind of fog-bow 

is formed in fogs consisting of ice  cTys ta l s .  Xt i s  genera l ly  pure white ,  bu t  i s  a t  

times s l i g h t l y  reddened a t  the inner  border.  

family of ha los ,  and i s  sometimes ca l l ed  Bouguerls h a l o .  

This phenomenon belongs t o  the numerous 

The pr i smat ic  c i r c l e s  o r  a r c s  seen i n  the spray of  w a t e r f a l l s  and lawn 

qninklers are classed as rainbows, because they a r e  formed, i n  the  same manner a3 

the ordinary rainbow, by water  drops.  Las t ly ,  a l i g h t  fog  occas iona l ly  depos i t s  dro?.. 

l e t s  o f  water on a f i l m  o f  o i l  l y i r g  on the s t i l l  surface o f  a l ake ,  and these  d r o p  

l e t s  m a y  g ive  r i s e  t o  a t!horizorAtsl rainbGWII. 

A l l  the  th ings  that a r e  c c i e r i t i f i c a l l y  c a l l e d  ffrainbowsII i n  Engl i sh  a r e  

knom t o  French science as ffzrca-.en-cj.elff (arches i n  the sky), even Then, as noted 

above, they a r e  seen somewhere e l s e  than i n  the  heavens. S c i e n t i f i c  terminology re- 

cognizes the sound m a i m  that ''a n m e  i s  a name, and not a def in i t ion ' ' .  
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