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POIdR KIUGB - -- 
Some of the rad io  r e p o r t s  from the Bprd Expedition, now i n  the Antarctic, 

have descr ibed  cur ious  e f f e c t s  of atmospheric r e f r a c t i o n ,  o r  mirage, such as a r e  com- 

mon i n  the p o l a r  regions.  One r epor t  mentioned the weirdly d i s t o r t e d  shepe of  the 

moon c lose  t o  the  horizon. There a r e  accounts  of t h i s  phenomenon i n  p o l a r  l&turtt- 

t u re ; e spec ia l ly  i n  the records  o f  the t lBelgicatt  expedi t ion,  the  f irst  t o  win te r  In the 

Antarcttc, which include s e v e r a l  s e r i e s  of  drawings by Henryk Arctowski showing the 

successive t r ans fo rna t ions  undergone by both  the sun and the  moon under the . e f f e c t s  

of abnormal r e f r a c t i o n  a t  the time of r i s i n g  o r  s e t t i n g .  Elembers o f  Shackleton's 

expedi t ion of 1914-17 once Sam the  sun s e t ,  then r ise c l e a r  of the  horizon., and s e t  

aga in  f i f t e e n  minutes l a t e r .  The mirage respoqs ib le  f o r  t h i s  prank was probably due 

t o  a stream of w ~ r m  a i r  r i s i n g  through a crack  i n  the i c e  from the unfrozen water 'be- 
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low. 

The type of mirage known a6 llloomingtl, which l i f t s  i n t o  view ob jec t s  

n o r m l l y  below the  hopizon has been thought by sone a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  expla in  the h i s t o r i c  

mistakes of Commander Wilkes i n  chz r t ing  the loca t ion  of the Antarc t ic  coast .Peary W a B  

misled b,y a similar tr ick of the  atmosphere when, i n  1906, he mistook the loom of the 

Arc t ic  sea i c e  f o r  a d i s t a n t  mountainous land northwest o f  Grant Land. He named h i s  

supposed discovery IICrocker Land", and i t  was not  u n t i l  e i g h t  years  l a t e r  that i t  was 

proved by YacMillan and Green t o  be nothing but  an iTsubs tan t ia1  phantom. 
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