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THE NAMES OF HALOS

Under the generic term "halos" science groups a large number of optical
phenomena of the atmosphere having the common characteristic that they are éll due
to the effects produced on light by minute ice c}ystals; either in the clouds, or,
especially in the polar regions, in the lower atmosphere. Some are caﬁsed by refrac-
tion and show prismatic colors. Others result from reflection and are white., Several
are due to refraction and reflection combined. The commonest halo is a ring of 22
degrees radius surrounding the sun or moon. Othef;rings of definite angular sizes,
also surroundqag the source of light. Many are rings, arcs or patches of light in
other locations. Soméjé?g extremely rare, and somevthst4are‘éupposed to be possible
bave never béen s€ene

Now it is a remarkablé fact that, although every“hélo phenomenon known to
science has been given a name, most of the names are ﬁnfaﬁiliar, not only‘té thé man
in the street but to rincty-nine end nine-tenths per cent. of the scientific world.
Thus it happens that when the observation of an interesting halo is reported, even
in scientific literature, the observer rarely meations the thing he has seen by name,
but describes it in cifcumlocutory and often inexect language. A scientific traveler
who wishes to tell of meeting with a camel does not say that he encountered "a large
brown quadruped with a hump on its back", but if he has seen in the sky the beautiful
circumzenithal arc, or the white perhelic circle, or the halo of Hevelius, or the ob-
lique arcs of the anthelion, etc., he hardly ever says so. He says‘® "I s&¥ an arc
(or = circle) of such and such a size, in such znd such a position, showing (or not
showing) prismatic colors", etc.
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