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Under t h e  gener ic  term l!halos!’ sc ience groups a I.arge number of opt ical’  

phenomena of the atmosphere having the common cha rac ’ t e r i s t i c  t h a t  they a r e  all due 

t o  the e f f e c t s  produced on l i g h t  by minute i c e  c r y s t a l s ;  e i t h e r  i n  the clouds,  o r ,  

e spec ia l ly  i n  the p o l a r  regionc;, i n  the lower atmosphere. Some are caused by refrac- 

t i o n  and 6how pr i smat ic  co lors .  Others r e s u l t  from r e f l e c t i o n  and a r e  white., Several  

a r e  due t o  r e f r e c t i o n  and r e f l e c t i o n  combined. ”he commonest halo i s  a r i n g  o f  22 

degrees rFdius surrounding the  sui o r  moon. 

a l s o  surroun the source o f  l i g h t .  Many e r e  r ings ,  arcs o r  patches of l i g h t  i n  

o ther  loca t ions .  

bave never been seen. 

Other r ings  of d e f i n i t e  angular  sizesp, 

LA - 
Sone a r e  extremely r a r e ,  and some t k t  a r e  supposed t o  be poss ib l c  

Now i t  i s  a remarliable f a c t  that ,  a l though every. h a l o  phenomenon known t o  

science has  been giver. a name, most o f  the  names a r e  unfami l ia r ,  not  only t o  the man 

i n  the s t r e e t  bu t  t o  cincty-nine 2nd nine- tenths  pe r  cent .  o f  the s c i e n t i f i c  worldo 

Thus i t  happens that when the observat ion of an i n t e r e s t i n g  k d o  i s  repor ted ,  even 

i n  s c i e n t i f i c  l i . t e r a tu re ,  the observer r a r e l y  mentions the th ing  he has seen by pome, 

but  descr ibes  i t  i r l  circumlocutory and o f t en  inexect  language, d s c i e n t i f i c  t r a v e l e r  

who wishes t o  t e l l  of meeting mith a camel does not  say t h z t  he encountered Ita la rge  

brown auadruped with e” hvmp on i t s  bc.ckII, bu t  i f  he has secn i n  the sky the  b e a u t i f u l  

c i rcumzeni thal  a r c ,  o r  t he  white  pa rhe l i c  c i rcI .e ,  o r  the halo of  Eevel ius ,  o r  t5e ob- 

l i q u e  a r c s  of the an the l ion ,  e t c . ,  he hard ly  ever  says so .  Ho saysi :  111 ?:a* an arc 

( O r  c i r c l e )  o f  such end such a s i ze ,  i n  such 2nd such a pos i t i on ,  shoving ( o r  not 

showing) p r i s m t i c  colorsllp e t c .  
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