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SATU'i'Y IN TOEtADOXS 

S. D. Flora, of  the U. S. Weather Bureau, mho W s  made a special  study of 

tornadoes, o f f e r s  the following suggestions conceriling safety i n  these storms: 

The southwest corner of the baseinent of a frame house i s  almost as safe  as 

a regular "tornado cellarf!, especial ly  i f  a person crouches close against  the w a l l .  

b m a d o e s  nearly always approach from a direct ion between south and west, and f ly ing  

wreckage o r  the e n t i r e  house is  l i k e l y  to be car r ied  away froin the southwest corner. 

!Eke basement of a brick o r  stone house, however, i s  l i a b l e  t o  be a death tra.$> as the 

Walls may collapse and fa l l  anywhere. 

A person i n  the open has the choice between lying down i n  a depression and 

f l i g h t .  

ing i n  the distance one should run toward the northwest; i.e., across the path o f  the 

s torm and toward the side where the winds a r e  l e a s t  Violent (Since the  Vortex revolves 

Tormdoes t rave l  about as f a s t  as a railway trstin. If the s t o r m  is  seen com- 

" C o U n t ~ r - c l o c ~ i s e i ~ ) .  

that general direct ion,  escape should be easy. 

If you are motoring and there is  a raod avai lable  running i n  

I1For a person caught i n  the business d i s t r i c t  of a c i t y  when a tornado is 

approaching,I' says Bdr. Flora,  "perhaps the best chance would be t o  stand close t o  an 

inside p a r t i t i o n  6f a modern s t e e l  and reinforced concrete building. Architects be- 

l ieve such buildings w i l l  r e s i s t  the side winds of a tornado and possibly t o  a con- 

siderable extent the ful l  force of such a s torm,  though t h i s  h s  n o t  been def in i te ly  

established. In any case outside walls are more l i b l y  t o  be blown out than inside 
Par t i t ions ,  and the latter might serve t o  protect against  debris that falls from upper 
s tor ies .  11 
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