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- THE .AMOUNT UIIJY WEBTHER 

If you want t o  know the  average amount of r a i n  that f a l l s  a t  a c e r t a i n  t i m e  

of the y e a r  i n  some p a r t  of the world, t h i s  information i s  usua l ly  easy t o  obtain,  

s ince  no o t h e r  element of c l imate  has been so ex tens ive ly  measured and recorded as  

r a i n f a l l .  There i s  also a v a s t  fund of information concerning the average number of 

days on which r a i n  f a l l s  i n  each month of the yea r  a t  p l a c e s  throughout the world. 

the o the r  hand, the average du ra t ion  of r a i n f a l l  i n  hours hzs  been published f o r  very 

On 

few p laces ,  thou&. there  a r e  abundent s te t is t ics  concerning the average hours of sun- 

shine. Cl imato logis t s  seem t o  have adopted a s  t h e i r  motto the  one so  o f t e n  seen on 

sun-dials: "Horas non numero n i s i  serenasI1 ("1 cour t  only the sunny hams"). 

Roscoe N u n ,  i n  charge of the U.S. l e a t h e r  Bureau s t a t i o n  a t  Baltimore, 

"1s i t  not  just  a s  i n t e r e s t i n g  and important t o  k n o w  how a r i t e s  on t h i s  subject:  

much of the time r a i n  f s l l s  as t o  Ernow how much of the time the sun sh ines  b r igh t ly?  

Is i t  not  t r u e  that f a l l i n g  r a i n  o r  snow o r  s l e e t  i s  of more concern t o  outdoor oper-. 

a t i o n s  i n  genere1 thhn i s  the presence o r  absence of b r i g h t  sunshine? How does the 

number of r a i n f s l l  hours a t  Baltimore comnare F i t h  those a t  Boston, New York, New 

Orleans,  Denver, Chicago, Cleveland o r  any o the r  s t a t i o n ?  If 

M r .  N u n  has s e t  a good example i n  working up statist ics o f  r a i n f a l l  hours 

f o r  Baltimore, from which i t  appears  thct, ignoring mere "tlraces" of p r e c i p i t a t i o n ,  

the averege number of hours O f  rain o r  snow f o r  each month in  that c i t y  $6.. 8 s  fo l -  

lows% January, 64 hours; February, 59; March,63; Apr i l ,  57; Mey, 44; June, 29;: 

-July,  32; August, 40; September, 31; October, 34; November, 42; December, 60; 
f o r  the year ,  557. 

It i s  r a t h e r  s u r p r i s i n g  t o  f i nd  the frequency of I t f a l l i ng  weather" SO mlch 
g r e a t e r  i n  win te r  than i n  summero 
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