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COMPOUND DUST WHIRLS 

Whir l ing columns of dust are a familiar s igh t  i n  w a r m  weather on dry roads, 

plains  and deserts. Occasionally severa l  of these whirls are seen t o  belong t o  a 

revolving system; i .e . ,  each w h i r l  r o t a t e s  on i t s  axis and at the same time they 

a l l  revolve around a common center .  I n  his  well-known d e s c r i p t i o n  of dust storms in 

India ,  p.F,H. Baddeley wr i tes :  

"A cur ious  phenomenon o f t e n  observed i s  a slowly moving whirlwind; ins tead  

of appearing as a s i n g l e  column, the dust whirl i n  contac t  w i t h  the ground and fa&, 

a few f e e t  upward i s  found t o  be  composed of s eve ra l  d i s t i n c t  vo r t i ce s ,  o r  s p i r a l  

bodiera, each one r o t a t i n g  on i t s  a x i s  as i t  revolves  sound and round the whirling 

c i r c l e ,  This remarkable sight g i v e s  the idea  o f  a fairy dance round a r ing ,  and 

the motj&ns a r e ,  from a l l  accounts ,  imitated by the dancing derv ishes  of Tukey ;  

one of t h e i r  holy exe rc i se s  be ing  t o  whirl round and round l i ke  a top, s ingly,  or 

i n  company with severa l  o the r s ,  performing a t  the  Same time a gyra t ion  i n  a circle,  

8 6  i f  t h e i r  dance o r i  in&tB& i n  the  very phenomenon just described." 
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 MU^ t i p d  , behaving i n  a similar manner were observed a few - 
Years ago of f  t h e  coas t  of Cuba from the Brit ish steamship IICarstonI@, In  t h i s  case 

Some l a rge  spouts  were seen, each of which had a few s l ende r  spouts  revolving around 

it, l ike  s a t e l l i t e s  revolving around a p lane tz  
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