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RECORDS FOIiEIGIJ CLJWTES 

A member of an English-Speaking race who goes t o  a b ig  s c i e n t i f i c  l i b r a r y  

f o r  the purpose o f  looking up s t a t i s t i c s  o f  climate i s  often dismayed t o  discover 

that a large p a r t  o f  the l i t e r a t u r e  on that subject i s  i n  languages other than 

English. Even the leading general work i n  this f i e l d ,  aFplying t o  the world as a 

whole, i s  Hannls IIHandbuch der Klimatologietl, i n  German, and the s t a t i s t i c a l  por- 

t ions of this work have never been published i n  any other language. 

out saying tha t  the bulk of the  l i t e r a t u r e  on the climate of France i s  i n  French, 

1% goes w i t h -  

that most  climatographic l i t e r a t u r e  r e l a t i n g  t o  Spanish-American countries i s  i n  

Spanish; and s o  on, 

Tnis b a r r i e r  of language was formidable enough before the world war, but 

i t  is  f a r  more serious now, thanks t o  the f a n t a s t i c  craze f o r  ltself-determinationtf 

in  language as well as p o l i t i c s  that prevai ls  i n  M o ? e .  

bellum days works p b l i s h e d  i n  Russia on climate ( o r  other s c i e n t i f i c  subjects? were 

very commonly i n  French, English o r  German, or ,  i f  they were i n  Russian, an abstract 

For example, i n  ante- 

f n  one of these three other languages was generally appended. 

proportion are wholly i n  Russian -I.- and that i s  not the worst of i t l  

Nom a much la rger  

Russian sei- 

e n t i f i c  works are  frequently published nowadays i n  White Russian, Ukrainian, 

Georgian, and half a dozen other languages p r e v d e n t  i n  various p a r t s  o f  the U.S.S.R. 

A f lourishing meteorological i n s t i t u t i o n  a t  Barcelona, Spain, publishes 

Several other minor Europeruz lmguages have s imilar ly  exclusively i n  Catalan. 

invaded s c i e n t i f i c  l i b r a r i e s .  
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