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A CAUSE OF CL.II@TIC &A.NGES 
I-- 

Though the everyday asser t ion that Vhe c l i m t e  lics chnged,ff  referr ing t o  

supposed t o  have occurred witbin a generation o r  so, is n pure f a l l z c y ,  great 

cll;mges of c l iaTte  have undoubtedly taken plzce i n  the course of ages, and some of 

tl=se probably resul ted fror.1 var ia t ions i n  the circuI.:tion o f  the ocean, which, i n  

were brought about by t h o  opening and closing of i?assngov?ys Tor the nc te r  be. 

tnoen bodies cf lad. Dr.  17.5. €lm@veys, i n  his "Physics o f  the A i r , I f  says: 

"If the  bnense system of liot-m,ter hezting by mhich the t e q s r a t u r c  of the 

Prhok? swtface of the ear th  tents t o  become equalized skould be greatly noclified by 

the opening of a valve here o r  the closing of another there, correspondingly great  

and there nre scverzl ,  perhaps r i q ,  rJodifications vrould b v e  t o  f o l l o w ;  

valves t b t  b v e  been opened o r  closed, i r regular ly  and from time t o  t ine,  

since 'die beg-nlling of tke geological records." 

A t  tilo cost  o f  stupendous l a b o r  iimnkind probp-bly could, if  tliere were any 

"ficient illcentive f o r  doing so, bring about son@ ft?.kre3wChing ChmgCs O f  %:lis C b -  

acter. 

the Climate of western Europe by obl i te ra t ing  the Gulf Stream. 

do this w o d d  be t o  open a wide seat-level channel through Central America, f r o m  the 

Caribbean t o  tile Pacific. 

'phus modern engineers, with unlimited money a t  t h e i r  disposal, might spoil  

!?he obvious way t o  

The westward flow of waters, driven by the trade winds 

and nom deflected northward by the b a r r i e r  of the land t o  form the G u l f  Stre=, .woulB 

o r  i n  great  par t  pass through t h i s  channel into the Pacif ic ,  cu t t ing  O f f  t o  a 

great extent the warnwater supply of the N o r t h  Atlantic Oceap, which, throU&,.the 

Ptestern Europe a mild climate. 
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