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itom i s  the time of year  when the people of I n d i a  look forward anxiously t o  

the coming of t5e southwest monsoon -- the  ra in-giving wind upon vhich the p rospe r i ty  

Of t he  country depends. I n  the southernrmst p a r t  of the cont inent  the monsoon en- 
e r a l l y  s e t s  i n  tonard the end of i.ky; f a r t h e r  i lorth i t  comes l a t e r  -- about June s 
in Bombay, June 15 i n  Bengal; June 25 i n  the X o r t h e s t  Provinces; July 1 i n  the A2u..nJab, 

I t s  a r r i v a l  i s  sudden and o f t e n  qu i t e  storny; hence this cvcnt  is known as the Itburst 

of the monsood1. 

The coming of  the monsoon i n  CcyZan i s  thus descr ibed by S i r  E. Ten1ian.t: 

" A t  last  the sudden l i gh tn ings  f l a s h  among the h i l l s  and sheet through the 

Clouds that overhanti; the sca, and v i t h  a crash of  thunder the monsoon bursts over the 

t h i r s t y  land; no t  i n  shovcrs  o r  p a r t i a l  t o r r e n t s ,  but i n  a vidc deluge that i n  t h e  

Course of a fe77 hours  overtops the r i v e r  banlcs and spreads i n  inundations over evory 

l e v e l  p la in ,  A l l  the phenomena of t h i s  cxplosion arc stupondous; thunder as ve a r e  ~ 

accustomed t o  be ancd by i t  i n  Europe a f fo rds  b u t  tho f a i n t c s t  idea of i t s  overponor- 

ing grandeur i n  Ceylon. The r a i n  at thesc per iods e x c i t e s  tho astonishment of a 

European. For  some days heavy showcrs continuo t o  f a l l  at intarv 'a ls  i n  tho foroimon; 

and the evenings that follorr a r c  embcllishcd by siinscts of the most, gorgoous splandor, 

l i g h t i n g  the fragments of clouds that survive thc recent  storm,ll 
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