
- A Science Service Feature 
Released on receipt 
but intended fo r  use 
June 5, 1929 1 W T H E i 7 E A T H E R  7 Mailed V !  29, 1929 

By Charles Bitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Niteorology 

DRy REGIONS EUROp% 

Probably most  people on th i s  side o f  the Atlantic think of Europe as 

being almost everyihere blessed a i t h  an abundance of rain, as, indeed, mny parts 

of  i t  arec I f ,  honever, yle taka an averake annual rainfall of 20 indhos as the 

dividing l ine  betneen suff ic ient  aiid insufficient r a i n  f o r  successful agriculture 

aithout i r r iga t ion  we shal l  f ind from a r a in fa l l  chart of %rope that the dry regions 

a re  quite extensive, Russia, v i th  m r e  than half  i t s  area dry, and Spain, v i th  quite 

half dry, a re  the m o s t  droug3.t-stricken countries i n  Europe; but many others, includ- 

img Greece, Germany, Denmark, Poland, France, Romania, Czechoslovakia and Austria, 

a l l  contain dry areas, according t o  the c r i te r ion  above mentioned, 

Br i t i sh  I s l e s  there are a fen  spots, on the e a s t  coast, There the rainfall i s  sl ight ly  

Even i n  the rainy 

belon 20 inches, 

4 t o  8 inches o f  ra in  a year, 

The d r i e s t  par t  of Europe is  the eas t  coast of Spain, ni th  only fron 

Tne most  potent factor  i n  the causation of these dry regions i s  position 

i n  the " r a in  shadov" of high ground -.- the side sheltered f r o m  rain-bearing ninds -- 
a s  I s  the case very conspicuously on the eas t  coast of $pain; but f la t  C O ~ B ~ S  and 

islands, as i n  the Danish archipelago and on the Bal t ic  coast of Germny, vhere there 

i s  not much tendency f o r  the air currents t o  r i s e ,  are also l ikely t o  be rather dry, 

and so  also are co ld  regions i n  the extreme north, h e r e  the air has a small capacity 

f o r  nater vap~rp 
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