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STORMS BATTLES 

I t  is a paradox t h a t  our contemporary h i s t o r i a n s ,  who p r ide  themselves 

upon having broken a w a y  from the o l d  conception o f  h i s t o r y  as a record o f  wars and 

p o l i t i c s ,  almost completely neglec t  the h i s t o r y  of natural d i s a s t e r s ,  

arc, i n  f a c t ,  mucli Less adequately recorded by the h i s t o r i a n s  o f  today than they 

177crc by  the a n n a l i s t s  and ch ron ic l e r s  of tLe Middle Ages. 

These events  

Thus, l i t t l e  o r  nothing i s  s a i d  i n  the h i s t o r y  books about c e r t a i n  

storms t h a t  c o s t  more l i v e s  and produced more profound economic e f f e c t s  than most 

of the  b a t t l e s  nhoso names a r e  f a m i l i a r  to every sclloolboy. S ix  thousand people 

per ished i n  the  Galveston hur r icane  of 1900, as compared :-lith 5,600 i n  the b a t t l e  

o f  Gettysburg. I n  the Backergunge cyclone of October-Novembcr, 18'76, 100,000 human 

be ings  vere  drowned by storm waves i n  the Ganges d e l t a ,  and as many m r e  per ished 

i n  the  famine and cholera  th& follomed the storm. Hon m n y  professors  of h i s t o r y  

have ever  heard o f  the  Backergunge cyclone? 
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