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TEE FLYING ZWTHER OBSERQI& -- 
The use of aeroplanes f o r  taking meteorological observations at moderately 

lligh leve ls  above %lie earti1 'had become a routine pract ice  i n  Holland before the close 

af the  Eorld \?ma It w;ts a lso  u t i l i z e d  during and a f t e r  the war by B r i t i s h  militLzry 

!l"-teorologists, who used the data t h s  obtained i n  forecast ingo 

there are several  p laces  i n  Europe where such observations a r e  taken regularly. In 

b11e United States aeroplane observations w e r e  f i r s t  m d e  by the Signal COQ3 i n  Cac 

A t  the present  time 

L'1 

W r a t i o n  with the Weather Bureau a t  the Aberdeen Proving Ground i n  1918.. A i r  density 

a t  d i f fe ren t  heights wzs computed f rom the records of pressure and temperature and 

12.sed i n  connection w i t h  bombing t e s t s o  In recent years regular "weather hopsf', as 

Qeteorological f l i g h t s  a re  called by the airmen, have been made at some of the U e S D  

:tJaval a i r  s t a t i o n s  and elsewhereo 

A s  comared with similar observations obtained by mo,ms o f  k i t e s ,  the use 

of the aeroplaie of fe rs  c e r t a i n  advantages. Kites  cannot be used i n  calms o r  very 

l i g h t  minds, nor can they be used i n  d i s t r i c t s  where there a r e  numerous houses and 

other structures.  Idoreover, the operation of ra i s ing  and hauling down a k i t e  takes 

SO much time that the r s s u l t s  o f  the observations cannot be placed promptly at the 

disposal of the forecaster.  The aeroplane method i s  f r e e  from these dofectsc A 

by plane can eas i ly  be completed i n  from n quarter t o  half ~1 hOUr, and i n  

oddition t o  the sutomatic record, corresponding t o  that obtained n i t h  Q kite, h- 

formation cc,n be secured concerning the location, Iicight and extent of cloud& and 
a d  

Concerning weather conditions i n  generalo 
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