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- OZONE 

Years ago a great deal w a s  heard about ozone i n  the atmosphere. This si~b 

~ ~ C L ~ C C  i s  a var ie ty  of oxygen, but i s  more act ive chemically than the ordinary gas a~n:. 

I S  a poiverful disinfectant ruzd deodorjzer. I t s  presence i n  the air, f i r s t  reported by 

t h e  Gernm chemist SchoerJ,bein, began t o  be a matter of popular in te res t  a f t e r  the m i &  

$.le of the nineteenth centuIys So-called llozone.*papersll were exposed t o  the air at 

lm1lY places tliroughout the wor ld .  'The intensi ty  of the blue color assumed by these 

Wpers was supposed, t o  be an indication of the amount of ozone present, but we now knot. 

that the color  was affected by other atmospheric substances Wd that such observation; 

%re quite worthlessY me kznow, alooo that the ozone i n  ordinary outdoor air i s  so i l l  

?ignific,ut i n  ,mount that i t  cannot hme the healthrgiving properties formerly as- 

cribed t o  it, 

Recently, however, t h i s  gas has acquired a new m,d romantic in te res t  on ac-q 

colrnt of the discovery that  i t  i s  re la t ively abuncbnt in  the upper levels  o f  the at-. 

~o~phere -q robab ly  25 o r  30 miles zbove the e a r t b w h e r e ,  through i t s  e f fec ts  on h- 

coming and outgoing radiation, i t  i s  supposed t o  exercise considorable influence on 

'2nd climate. Observations indicate that ozone i s  l e a s t  abundznt over the 

tropical regions, where tine amount varies l i t t l e  through the year. The greatest  

;J;noUnt i s  found above the polar regions, where i t  reaches a maximum i n  spring0 
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