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- TEE PIKE'S PEAK PKEATKEB STATION 

The weather s ta t ion  formerly i n  operation on the summit of Pike's Peak, 

Colorado, at an a l t i t u d e  of 14,110 f e e t ,  was the l o f t i e s t  i n s t i t u t i o n  of this kind 

tllat has ever exis ted i n  North America, and at the t i n e  i t  was operated it  was the 

l o f t i e s t  in the world. The s t a t i o n  w a s  es tabl ished by the U.S. Signal Service and 

began i t s  tvork on Nov. I, 1873. That w a s  long before the days of the cogc-railway, 

which now makes the summit easy of acxess. Building mater ia ls ,  equipment and sup- 

P l i e s  were transported t o  the s i t e  on mule-back. 

from the s t a t i o n  t o  Col0rtido Springs, but i t s  maintenance proved both laborious and 

and i t s  use was eventually abandoned. Regular observations were, however, 

unti l  Sept. 30, 1888, when the s t a t i o n  was closed. In  September, 1892, it was 

A telegraph l i n e  was constructed 

reopened by the Weather Bureau, which operated i t  f o r  two years. 

The men stationed on P i k e ' s  Peak had many t h r i l l i n g  and t rying e q e r i e n c e e  

i n  minter. There were t e r r i f i c  gales, during which i t  was necessary t o  

P i l e  rocks on the roof t o  keep it f r o m  blowing amy, and v io len t  thunderstorms, in one 
o f  

h'hich the s ta t ion  was badly d,-ged by lightning. 

momt2in sickness until they became acclimated. 

The observers d1 suffered from 
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