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WEATKEFf NOTIONS 

S t .  Dunstan was a g r e a t  brewer and so ld  himself t o  the  d e v i l  on cond i t ion  

that his  Sa tan ic  Majesty would blight the apple- t rees  and s o  s top  the product ion o f  

the r i v a l  drink--cider. It wae, however, s t i p u l a t e d  that the  b l i g h t  should be ac- 

COmpliohed i n  three days--the 17th ,  18th and 1 9 t h  of May-the last O f  these be ing  St. 

b s t a n t  s '&ye Hence the co ld  weather that-if we accept  popular  t radi t ion-usual ly  

Occurs about that time. 

If the  Indian hun te r  could hang his powder-horn on the  cceacent moon, he d i d  

60 and s tayed a t  home, because he knew the woods would be too dry  t o  s t i l l - h u n t .  If 

he could no t  hang h i s  powder-horn on the c re scen t  he pu t  i t  on his shoulder and went 

hunt ing,  because he knew the woods would be wet and that he could  stalk game noiee- 

h s s l y .  Exaotly the con t r a ry  no t ion  p r e v a i l s  i n  Scot1and;where the proverb runs, 

"The bonnie moon l i e s  on her back; 
Mend your shoes and s o r t  your thack" ( tha t ch ) .  

In  o ther  word6, expect  r a i n  when the  c re scen t  i s  i n  a nea r ly  ho r i zon ta l  pos i t i on .  

i d e a  16  just R S  nonsensical  as the other.  

One 

If i t  rains on St. Medard's Day (June 8), it  w i l l  r a i n  on every one of the 

f o r t y  days fol lowing.  

Per iod,  and, as everybody has heard rain, on S t .  Swithin 's  Day i s  likewise followed by 

f o r t y  days of wet weather. 

But S t .  Swithinrs  D a y  (July 15) comes w i t h i n  t h i s  forty-day 

Hence r a i n  on the  8th of June meane d a i l y  showers u n t i l  

24th of August1 

Such i s  weather f o l k l o r e ,  

(All rights reserved by Science Serv ice ,  Inc.)  

---_--_--- 
SCIENCE SERVICE 
21st and B S ts .  
Washington, D.C. 


