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SOUND AND UNSOUND l'JEA!Tm PROVERBS 
- I _  

Many of the familiar meather proverbs a re  sound, i n  the sense tha t  they 

describe normal sequences o f  atmospheric events and thus furn ish  f a i r l y  trustworthy 

Clues t o  coming weather. Even the bes t  of them, honever, a re  i n f e r i o r  i n  p r a c t i c a l  

value t o  the in fomat ion  supplied by the da i ly  neather map, as in te rpre ted  by a s k i l l e d  

forecaster,  On the other hand many of these old maxims a re  vholly unfouhded. Prof. 

I. hlilhm divides t7eather proverbs i n t o  f i v e  c lasses ,  o f  which he nr i tes :  

Ifme f i r s t  t 7 . 7 0  a r e  f a i r l y  T e l l  founded, vrhile thd last three a re  mere suger- 

s t i t ions ,  

the sky  appearance and something connected v i t h  the meteorological elements-for ex- 

ample: !Rainbon i n  the morning, sailor take varning; rainbon at night,  s a i l a r t s  de- 

me f i rs t  c l a s s  includes those tha t  i n f e r  an impending rreather change from 

l igh t . ?  'Mackerel s ca l e s  and marest tails make ta l l  ships car ry  lon  sails. '  

"The second c l a s s  of weather proverbs includes those t h e t  i n f e r  the coming 

meather f r o m  the behavior of ,animals, p l an t s  and inanimate things, The coming of a 

lorn, with i t s  r a i n  a rea  and s h i f t i n g  ninde, i s  usua l ly  heralded by an increase of temp- 

erature 3nd moisture and a decrease o f  pressure. The increase i n  temperature and 

moisture often ca1Jses a change i n  t h e  behavior of nni,pals. Drains a re  aa id  t o  smell 

before r a i n ,  tjhich m p j  simply mean t h a t  the loner pressure causes some of the a i r  t o  

esc?.i?e from them. 

LIThe three c lasses  of weather proverbs that have no s c i e n t i f i c  bas i s  what- 
ever a re  (I) those that i n f e r  the fu tu re  weather at some d i s t p a t  d8te from the ac t ions  
of animals o r  p lan ts ;  (2) those t h a t  i n f e r  the d i s t a n t  fu tu re  weather f rom the noatlier 
R t  some previous time; (3) thoso that i n f e r  t'ne nenther from some astronomic-1 body. 
%'he fo l lon ing  a r e  examples: If it 
rains St, Smithinls Dny  it w i l l  r n i n  40 days. The moon nnd the weather change to- 
gether, 

Squi r re l s  gather more nuts before R hard ninter.  
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