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-- 'XU2 c-- HODGKINS - FUI%O 

The s c i e n t i f i c  s tudy of the atmosphere has been m u c h  aided by the var ious  

awards made from the Hodgkins Bmd. 'Ilhe donor o f  th is  fund was a wealthy philan- 

t h r o p i s t ,  Thomas G. Hodgkins, who was born i n  England i n  1803, amas6ed a fo r tune  

i n  New York City,  and d i e d  on his  farm at Setauket,  Long Island, i n  1892. I n  

1891 he gave the  Smithsonian I n s t i t u t i o n  the  sum of $200.000, with the s t i p u l a t i o n  

that the i n t e r e s t  of half this  amount was t o  be devoted " t o  the increase  and dif- 

fus ion  of more exac t  knowledge of atmospheric air i n  connect ion with t h e  welfare  of 

I n  1893 the Smithsonian announced that a series of Cash p r i z e s  would be 

awarded from this  fund and also established a ttHorlgkias t o  be awarded f o r  

similar c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  scSence. I n  the  p r i z e  competi t ion 229 s c i e n t i f i c  memoirs 

Were submitted t o  the  I n s t i t u t i o n  by compet i tors  of many n a t i o n a l i t i e s .  

of $10,000 was awarded t o  Lord Iiayieigh and ProfrWi1lj .m Ramsay f o r  t h e i r  paper  

"Argon: 

A p r i z e  

a New Const i tuent  i n  the  Atmosphere,IJ and f o r  t h e i r  discovery of th is  at- 

mospheric gas, descr ibed  t h e r e i n .  

Varigny f o r  the  b e s t  popular  t r e a t i s e  on atmospheric air .  

made from this  fund have been f o r  researches  r e l a t i n g  t o  problems l y i n g  on o r  be- 

A p r i z e  of $1,000 was awarded t o  D r .  Ilenrg de 

Many of the  g r a n t s  s ince  

yond the border  of meteorology, such as v e n t i l a t i o n ,  air p o l l u t i o n ,  air r e s i s t a n c e ,  

atmos3heric acous t i c s ,  the  phys io logica l  e f fec ts  of altitude, e t c . ,  but on the 

o ther  hand some d e f i n i t e l y  meteorological  i nves t iga t ions  have been aided;  noWb:.r 

the p ioneer  exp lo ra t ions  of the atmosphere with k i t e 6  mnde by the  l a t e  A .  Lawrence 

RoCch et Blue H i l l  Observatory. 
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