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INSIDE A DUST WHIPL

The whirling columns of dust or snnd, common on hot deserts nnd dry
Plains and known in the Near and Middle Bast ns "devils!", sometimes travel rapidly
over the ground but at others romain nlmost stntionnry except for their rotary
motion. In the latter cose it is not difficult for an observer to penetrate to the
interior of the column. Dr. P.F.H. Baddelsy, who mnde o study of thcse whirls in
India in the middle of the last century, entered one of them nnd walé&ﬁﬁﬁowly with
it. "The center," he says, "was perfectly calm, while round about thg_winas were
blowing in every -‘direction. Though surrounded by dust I was enabledssesto pre-
serve my position in the central cnlm space for some little time without being ine
convenienced by the dust.”

Piddington tells of o Germin mining enginecr nomed Rechondorf, rcsident
in Indin, who ran after and entered severnl of thesc "dust devils", ond who'dew
gcribes them as forming n thick brond wall of dust through which it wns half suf-
focation to penetrate; but vhen in-the coenter it was nearly calm, with nothing but
the wall of dust visible.!

_ Dr. F. E. Niphor describes a dust whirlwind thnt passed over him in
Missouris, "Stnnding nearly under it," he snys, "the bottom of the dust-column
appearcd like on annulus of dust surrounding n circular arca of perfectly clear airl
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