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INSIDZ A DUST W L  

The v h i r l i n g  columns o f  dust or smd,  common on bot dcscr t s  w d  dry 

Plains 2nd b0:m i n  thc Ncar and Xiddlc East r ~ s  lldevilsI1, sometimcs t rave l  rapidly 

Over thc ground but a t  others rcmain n,lmost st?tion?.ry cxccpt f o r  their rot'?J'y 

motion. 

i n t e r i o r  of thc c~lumn, 

India i n  the middle of the last century, entcrsd one of them md aclked/s%nly w i t h  

it. 

In  the l a t t e r  CFSC i t  i s  not d i f f i c u l t  f o r  ?a observer t o  pcnctratc t 0  tho 

Dr. P.F.H. Bclddeley, :7ho mnde a study o f  thcso whirls i n  
a1 on 

I f m e  center," he s C ~ s ,  llvas pcr fec t ly  calm, 7 k i l e  round about the.ninds :7erc 

bloning i n  every &&.roction, 

Serve my pos i t ion  i n  the c e n t r a l  c-,lm spncc f o r  somc l i t t l c  timc Yithout boillg in- 

convenienced by the dus to '' 

Though surroundcd by dust 1: nns enabled,+tbto p r e  

Piddington t c l l s  o f  n Gcrmm mining cnginccr n.mcd Rcchondorf , rcsidont 

in India,  17h0 r.m a f t e r  Eund cntcred severol of thcsc "dust devils",  2nd nho"dc- 

scr ibes  them as forming 2 th ick  brord V 1 , l l  of dust throughnhich i t  YP.S half  suf- 

focat ion t o  penetrate;  but t-rhen in . the  ccntor i t  vas n e w l y  calm, n i t h  nothing but 

the n a i l  of dust  v i s ib le . "  

Dr. I?. E. Nipher describes rz dust vhirlvind t h n t  p?ssed over h i m  i n  

IJissouri. 

czppeared l i k e  P n  ,r\nnulus of dust  surrounding T c i r c u l ( v  a r e a  o f  porfoctly cle,?r a i &  

IlStnnding ne-srly under it,'' he s3-ys, I'thc bottom of the dust-cOlUm 
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