
A Science Service Fe.!xture 
Relensed on receipt 
but intended fo r  use 
June 28, 1929* 7 mTHEviEmHm 7 Mailed June 21, 1929. 

By Chnrlcs Fitzhugh T n l h ;  
Authority on Metoorology, 

- W" A ELhBUB? 

A f u l l  pngc of pictures  published i n  the i l l u s t rn t ed  London Nevrs l a s t  

ninter sbol-rod .succassivp stages i n  the pnssp.gc ,of  3 great smdstorm over the town o f  

Xhnrtoairn, i n  the Sum,, nnd the nccompmying tex t  dcscribcd the storm as n "habubll,' 

Tho storms lcnonn under t h i s  nnme (nhich i s  nlso spellod I1haboob", "hctboub" and 

"hUbbubIl) m e  mumon i n  the porthern and centrp.1 Sudan, par t icu lar ly  during the 

rainy season, Mpy t o  October. 

emit dust h o r n  as "devils" tha t  Lye frequently seen i n  t h i s  desert  region and o theq ,  

Though f m  lLvcgcr th,m the nhir l ing columns of snnd 

hchubs ?.re relr.tivcly small storms. The dense cloud o f  s,md, sometimes more th,m 

3,000 f ee t  i n  height,  ndvmces swiftly along a front  of 12 t o  18 milcs, and i t s  

Passage occupies f romhalf  m hour t o  several hours. 

@nough t o  do some d'unnge .to buildings nnd t o  cr?psize smcll r i ve r  stcrmers. 

The Rind i s  at times strong 

According t o  L.J. Sutton,,habubs vary i n  color, according t o  tho m A ~ r e  

of the surface over nhich they pass. Those thnt rtpproach Khartoum from the north 

8-m generally black nnd d i r ty ,  as they pass ovor cultivr?ted lond. Those comiilg from 

regions nhere tho surfnco is mainly s m d  are usually yellovish i n  color, but the 

6un'S rclys sometimes impart b r i l l h n t  colors t o  the masses of s-and. Habubs m e  

c S P e ~ i ~ l l y  prevalent in the v i c in i ty  of Khartoum, nhere they aver,%o about 20 a 

Year, 
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