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- THE MICROBAROGRAPH AND Tm STATOSCOPE 

Instruments for recording minute variations i n  atmoepheric pressure are  

called 

Of Whitehouse, introduced i n  1871c 

s h a W  and Dines i n  1903: 

Proximately n o ~ l  atmospheric preesuce, provided with a mechanical arrangement by 

which the var ia t ions i n  the difference between the pressure inside and outside a re  

recorded. 

The ea r t i e s t  of these was the d i f fe ren t ia l  microbarograph 

A greatly improved instrument was devised by 

J t  consis ts  of a closed metal cylinder containing air a t  ap- 

The various instruments known as Ifstatoscopes” show small fluctuations in  

atmospheric pressure, usually without recording apparatus. 

for the benefi t  of aeronauts, who uee them t o  observe changes of a l t i t ude  during 

their  f l ights ,  

Thply are designed chiefly 

A common form of statoscope consists of a sensit ive metal diaphreLp 

on the outside t o  the changes of atmospheric pressure, and connecting on the 

inside with a closed reservoir protected from changeB of temperature by non-conduct- 

ing  walls, 

8Ponds t o  changes i n  fhe pressure of  the a i r  without? and i t s  movements are  communi- 

cated t o  an index needle moving around a dial: 

the scale a t  the beginning of the observation by opening a stopcock which admits e i r  

to  the reservoir,  t h s  equalizing the pressure on the two s ides  of the d i a p h r w ;  

a f t e r  which the stopcock is closed. 

AS the pressure o f  the enclosed air remains constant,. the diaphragm re? 

The StatOBCOpe i s  se t  t o  & o r 0  of 

(All r ights  reserved by Science Service, Inc.) 

SCIENCE SERVICE 
21st and B Sts .  
Washington, D.C. 

-..-----c-c 


