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CLOUD c u s s  IrjcLTL2N- 

The f irst  c lass i f ica t ion  of clouds that came i n t o  general use and the 

foundation of nearly a l l  that have been subseqwnQy used o r  proposed WES that of 

Luke Howard, the English w k e r ,  introduced i n  1803. It is based upon a recognition 

of the f ac t  that cloud forms f a l l  into three broadly d i s t inc t  classes. Sometimes 

Clouds are  very l i gh t  and wispy, spread in  l i nes  and patchee with a texture resembling 

hair .  

that  of  a more o r  l e s s  dense sheet o r  layer of cloud, whic)l Howard seems t o  have 

identified with fog, though he may have had i n  mind hor izonta l  sheets of low cloud 

whether res t ing on the ground, as fog, or l i f t e d  above it. 

three tylpes of cloud he gave the name Ifcirrusll ( the Lat in  word f o r  a wisp of ha i r ) ;  

the second he cal led ltcumulus~t (meaning a heap); 

(which means "spread out"). 

gave names formed by combining those above msntioned. 

A t  other times they a re  heaped up into mountainous mss8s. A third form is 

/ 

To the f irst  o f  these 

while the third was named Itstratustt ,  

Howard recognized a few intermediate types, t o  which he 

Since Howard18 time acores of cloud types have been distinguished by part i -  

cular names i n  various eystoms .of c lass i f ica t ion ,  though the majority of these names 

have no t  come i n t o  general use. 

similar ifs. f o r m  t o  the Latin names of plants  and animals. 

kinds of cirrus, f o r  examplo, are  called !!Cirrus uncinusll, "Cirrus undulatusll, " C i r -  

rus densus", etc .  
(All rights rusorved by Science Service, Inc.) 

Mew of the modern names of clouds are binomials,  

Some o f  the d i f fe ren t  
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