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THE RAIN -- --- 'FREE OF FERRO 

Ever since the fourteenth century s t o f f e s  have been t o l d  o f  the trtil" o r  

" r a i n  t ree"  of the is land of Ferro,  i n  the Canaries, said t o  have once supplied 

drinking water f o r  the whole i s land ,  which contains no springs. Apparently the 

s tory i s  not altogether mythical. Ferro i s  a mountainous is land,  r i s i n g  i n  the 

i n t e r i o r  t o  a height of nearly 5,000 f e e t ,  The uplands a re  frequently enveloped i n  

d r i f t i n g  c l o d s ,  which deposit a grea t  deal of moisture on the t r e e s  and other veg- 

e ta t ion ,  and the moisture thus collected i s  shed upon the ground -- a process known 

t o  meteorologists as l'fog-dripff. There appears t o  be reason t o  believe that a 

large l a u r e l  t r e e ,  since blown down by a s torm,  once actual ly  d i d  provide the peo- 

P h  of Ferro with enough water t o  eke out t o  a useful degree the s c m t y  r s i n f a l l .  

Writing of this t ree  i n  h i s  'ITheatrum Botznicumll, published i n  1640, John 

Pnrkinson sws: "In some p w t s  of the world besides w e  found the l i k e  t r e e s ,  tho 

leclves whereof and branches doe p e r p e t w l l y  droppe water ( i n  the whole is land there 

being/other vrster t o  be h3d) 9. thicke mist 3s it  were o r  cloud encompnssing i t  
no 

Continually, except *hen the Sunne shineth br ight  thereon; which rrnter being kept 

as i t  vere i n  2 fountain made for the purpose t o  retTine i t ,  serveth the vrhole 

i s l m d  f o r  t h e i r  use. 'I 

As t o  the similar t r e e s  i n  other p a r t s  of the morld mentioned i n  t h i s  

curiously mixed-up sentence, i t  should be stclted t h ? t  not 211 r - i n  t ree  s t o r i e s  can 
be @xpl?ined 1s cq.sel; of fog-drip. P l w t s  g r o ~ i n g  i n  2 humid qtmosphere frequently 
exude moisture i n  l i q u i d  form from t h e i r  lezves,  because ev%porntion i s  not active 
enough t o  czrry off the water drawn up from the roots. 
m d e r  t r e e s  w e  often due t o  the secret ion of honey-dew by p l v l t  l i c e ,  Scale in- 
sec ts  snd other insects .  A species of lezf-hopper, Proconia undztq, i s  responsible 
f o r  1 majority of suck OccurrBncos i n  this country. 
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