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CLOUDS AND ARTISTS 

"No&hing is more ex t raord inary  io  ar t . , "wr i tes  A.W, Clayden, the well- . 

known Eng l i sh  photographer of clouds,  "than the genera l  neg lec t  of cloud forms. 

Many of them are quite as worthy of c a r e f u l  drawing as t h e  leaves  of  a t ree ,  the 

flowers of a f i e l d ,  t he  r i p p l e s  of a stream, o r  the t e x t u r e  of a c a r p e t  o r  a 

marble pavement. Yet i t  i s  the common r u l e  t o  f i n d  p i c t u r e s ,  which a r e  otherwise 

marvelous examples o f , s k i l l  and care, d i s f i g u r e d  by impossible s k i e s  with vague, 

shapeless  c louds,  as untrue t o  nature as i t  would be p o s s i b l e  t o  make them.4 

Ruskin, i n  his "Modern P a i n t e r s , "  i n s i s t s  that no ar t is t  except  Turner 

has drawn clouds co r rec t ly ,  E l i j a h  Walton, the  Engl ish landscape aartist, publ ished 

a book on the  drawing and p a i n t i n g  o f  c louds  i n  which he c a l l e d  a t t e n t i o n  t o  the 

sins of modern ar t is ts  and the Old Masters i n  this matter. He s a y s  of Rubens: 

"Nearly a l l  h i s  landscapes are d e s t i t u t e  of l i g h t  and a r e  very imperfect in cloud 

drawing. 

formation; 

H i s  cumulus i s  without truth of cha rac t e r ;  h i s  c i r r u s  o f  quest ionable  

and many times those combinations so o f t e n  seen i n  na ture  a r e  u t t e r l y  

ignored, n o t  t o  mention his e n t i r e  n e g l e c t  of the time of day which i s  t o  be re- 

pre  sen,ted, 

The Engl i sh  p h y s i c i s t  Dr. W.J.S. Lockyer used t o  v i s i t  the annual  ex- 

h i b i t i o n s  of the Royal Academy, i n  London, and subsequently descr ibe  i n  the jou rna l  

t'Naturelj the cur ious  skyscapes he found t h e r e .  Some of h i s  d i scove r i e s  were a p  

pal 1 ing  . 
Everybody who has occasion t o  p a i n t  o r  draw c louds  ought t o  have at his 

d i sposa l  a first-rate c o l l e c t i o n  of c loud photographs. 
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