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EINOU 

There i s  ;lothing new uiic'.er the sun. An elz-bo-rate system or" c l a s s i f y i n g  

clouds -.ri,L i n  use mong the  anc ien t  Hindus, one o f  ,:horn wrote i n  the f o u r t h  cen- 

a r e  t:ie;r t:-.L.t pour minute drops; 

A Iiinciu sz-vant named Angiras,  vho i s  supposed t o  have l ived i n  the hoary VeLic age 

(say 1500 t o  1000 B.C.), has l e f t  us a book e n b i t l e d  "On the  Origin of R s i i i t l ,  i n  

mhich ;?-e desc r ibes  twelve kincis o f  cloud aEd their  n ine  forms, 2nd d i scusses  tlie 

and s i x t y  are they that apJea i  w i th  the  sunshine.11 

process  or" t l l e i r  r ' o m t i o n .  

Of li;;l?ti:iiig, t l l i r ty- tno k inds  o f  t h n d e r ,  and tnenty-one k i n d s  of t l iuiderbol t t 

'#?here i s  tile modern meteoro logis t  vho can beat that? 

t o  miitLon t h t  he also d i s t i n g u i s h e s  e i g h t  v a r i e t i e s  of hail. 

Ho desc r ibes  twelve kii1d.s of rain, sixty-four  k inds  

It i s  rather an an t i c l imax  

Kzlidasa, the  c e l e b r a t e d  Indian poet and d rama t i s t ,  vrho f l o u r i s h e d  €?.bout 

t h p  bcgiiiiiing of t he  Chr i s t i an  era, 2esc r ibes  i n  his  nell-knonn vork llMeghaCtutamll 

In oile verse  ("The C l o u d  Messenger") the progr0a;of the monsoon cloud over  India.  

h e  b ids  the cloud Qcs t  f o r  a vihile on Amrdmta h i l l ,  get l i g h t  by tho d ischarge  

of moisture and then syecd on"; i n  another ,  !!Get compressed against the Himlayas  

and squeeze tlirough Ha3isad.wara Pass near  Nount ICraut-&a'!lf There a r e  severn l  iiiore 

verses  O i l  tlie subject.  
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