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tfPOPULARtt NAMES OF CLOUDS 

In  the y e a r  1803 Luke Howard introduced his famous system of  cloud cLassi- 

f i c a t i o n ,  which recognizes  seven types of c loud,  each bear ing  a Lat in  name. If those 

names had been as long and a s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  pronounce as the s c i e n t i f i c  names o f  cer- 

t a i n  p l a n t s  and animals-to say nothing of the prodigious terms used i n  organic 

chemistry--there might have been some j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  invent ing  t tpopularf t  equiva- 

l e n t s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  everyclay use. 

never the less  introduced i n  1816 by @n Engl i sh  meteorologis t ,  Thomas Fors te r .  He 

c e l l e d  c i r r u s  l fcur lc  I.oudll, c irro-cumulus t tsondercloudll ,  c i r r o -  s t ra tu6 flwanecloudtl, 

Such equiva len ts  were q u i t e  unnecessary,  bu t  were 

Cumulus Pstackencloudtf,  s t r a t u s  t f f a l l c loud t t ,  cumulo-stratus ( t h e  modem cumulb-nim- 

bus) tweincloud" , and nimbus Itreincloudft  

The last of thesc wcs, OB course,  no novelty.  The o t h e r s ,  manufacturcd by 

For s t e r ,  have l e d  a s t rugg l ing  ex i s t ence  down t o  the present  day. One of the 

Works that welcomed them wc?s the  Encyclopaedia Britunnica+--which, t o  be c o n s i s t e n t ,  

ought t o  b . v e  chonged i t s  name t o  "British Encyclopaedian, They l ikewise .appeared 

i n  a good many o t h e r  works of f i f t y  years  o r  more ego, but  are now nearly fo rgo t t en ,  

though they s t i l l  l i n g e r  i n  the unabridged d i c t i o n a r i e s ,  

Of course the re  ?.re i n  Engl ish,  E S  i n  o the r  lmguages, sevbra l  popular  

names of c louds t'mt o r ig ina ted  spontaneously c e n t u r i e s  ago and o r e  s t i l l  8 s  fnmil iFr  

as ever.  tfWool-packN, "mackerel skytt and llmarel s-tailstt a r c  excmples. 
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