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VEATHER SERVICE MA.RImS 

The ex tens ive  arrangements that a l r eady  e x i s t  f o r  co l l . ec t ing  weather re- 

p a r t s  from sh ips  at sea  and i s s u i n g  weather b u l l e t i n s ,  f o r e c a s t s  and storm warnings 

for the b e n e f i t  of mariners  w i l l  be enlarged and placed on a f i rmer  foundat ion i n  

the future, w i t h  the  r a t i f i c a t i o n  of the convention adopted by the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Con- 

ference on Safe ty  of L i f e  at  Sea,  which met i n  London i n  A p r i l  and M3y of this yeas. 

One a r t i c l e  of the convention reads  i n  p a r t  as follows: 

“The master  of every ship which meets wi th  dangerous i ce ,  a dangerous dere-.# 

l i c t ,  a dangerous t r o p i c a l  storm iorany o t h e r  d i r e c t  danger t o  naviga t ion  i s  bound 

t o  communicate the  information, by all the means of communication at his d isposa l ,  

t o  the sh ips  i n  the v i c i n i t y ,  and a l s o  t o  the  competent a u t h o r i t i e s  a t  the  f irst  

po in t  of the coas t  with which he can communi.cats~...Each c o n t r a c t i n g  government w i l l  

take a l l  s t e p s  which i t  th inks  necessaa?y t o  ensure that vrhen i n t e l l i g e n c e  of any of 

the dangers spec i f ied . . . i s  received,  i t  w i l l  be  promptly brought t o  the knowledge of 

those concerned and communicated t o  o the r  admin i s t r a t ions  interosted.Il 

Another ar t ic le  b inds  the Cont rac t ing  governments t o  liencourage t h e  cox- 
l e c t i o n  of meteorological  data by sh ips  a t  sea  and t o  arrange f o r  their  examination, 
disseminat ion and exchange i n  t h e  manner most suitable f o r  t he  purpose o f  a id ing  
navigation,lf  The governments a r e  requi red  t o  issue warnings o f  scorns by both radio 
and v i sua l  s i g n a l s ,  t o  i s sue  d a i l y  rad io  weather  b u l l e t i n s ,  and t o  a r range  f o r  cer- 
t a i n  se l ec t ed  sh ips  of t h e i r  respec t ive  c o u n t r i e s  t o  take and t ransmit  weather ob- 
seratations a t  s p e c i f i e d  hours. 

The provis ion  concerning 11 s e l e c t e d  sh ips”  contemplates a total  of 1000 
swh shipe f o r  the whole world, d i s t r i b u t i n g  among the  maritime na t ions  i n  prcpor- 
t i o n  t o  r e g i s t e r e d  tonnage. The quota f o r  the  B r i t i s h  Enpire  i s  356 sh ips  and f o r  
the United S t a t e s  180 ships.  
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