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UPPER-AIR STUDIES IN THE ORIENT

Partly for the benefit of aeronauts but also for general forecasting pur-
poses and the advancement of meteorology, systematic measurements of atmospheric
conditions at various levels up to several miles above the earth's surface are made
nowadays on/22tensiwe scale in most of the civilized countries. For example, some
of the activities in this line recently reported from the Middle and Far East are
as féllows: |

In British India aseroplane flights for teking meteorqlogical observations
are made at the rate of sbout 25 o month at Peshawar, 15 a month at Quetta and 15
a month at Karachi. Daily pilot-balloon and nepboscoPBJ(cloud movement) observa-
tioné are méde at 29 stdtlions. " Four more of,these,statipne‘will bg established
shortly by the Indian Meteorological Department, including two outside of India~-
viz, at Aden and the Seychelles. The seme department lately sent an expedition to

-fastern Bengal for the purpose of investigating the upper-air conditions associated

with a particular type of thunderstorm, called "nor'westers," occurring in that

region during the months from March to May, in which very large hailstones often

i

fall.

Daily pilot-balloon and cloud observatione are made at Colombo, Ceylen.
It is planned to start six pilot-balloon stations this year in Indo-Chinas In the
Dutch East Indies pilot-balloon observations are made twice a week at Batavie,
Bandoeng and Soerabaia,
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