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BIG ,JlAILSTONES 

The f a l l  of some except iona l ly  b ig  h a i l s t o n e s  at P o t t e r ,  Nebraska, on 

July 6, 1928, h a s  brought aga in  t o  the f o r e  t h e  question: How b i g  can h a i l s t o n e s  

be? One of t he  s tones  found a t  P o t t e r  was photograGhed, measured and weighed by 

a l o c a l  d rugg i s t ,  J.J. Norcross. I t  was a smooth sphere,  17  inches i n  circumference, 

and weighed 14 pounds. 

reported from a North American hai ls torm.  Bigger s tones  have, however, f a l l e n  i n  

This  i s  said t o  be the l a r g e s t  h a i l s t o n e  ever  a u t h e n t i c a l l y  

o the r  p a r t s  of t h e  world. 

I n  the  year  1757 t h e r e  was much excitement i n  B e r l i n  over rumors of a n  im- 

pending war. In  order  to  g ive  t h e  people something e l s e  t o  think about,  King 

Frederick t h e  Great caused a f a n c i f u l  s t o r y  t o  be publ ished i n  the newspapers about 

a hai l s torm a t  Potsdam, i n  which h a i l s t o n e s  as b i g  as pumpkins were said t o  have 

k i l l e d  cat t le .  The s t o r y  had the des i r ed  e f f e c t .  The p u b l i c  was a l l  agog Over t h e  

new wonder; meteorology crowded be l l igerency  out  of t he  l ime l igh t ;  and a p o l i t i -  

c a l  c r i s i s  was successfu l ly  llweathered.11 

d i d ' n o t  t h ink  of a similar expedient  i n  19141) 

(What a p i t y  F rede r i ck ' s  l a t e s t  successor 

Just how far beyond the  l i m i t s  of p o s s i b i l i t y  w a s  t h i s  invented t a l e  of 

Probably i t  was not  such a b i g  llwhopperll a f t e r  a l l ,  f o r  on the  Prrissian king? 

August 10, 1925, a ha i l s tone  n e a r l y  10 inches long and rvwQ$* 4& pounds f e l l  

through the  roof of a house i n  t h e  hamlet of Heidgraben, no t  far from Hamberg, Ger- 

many. 

A s  f o r  c a t t l e - k i l l i n g  h a i l s t o n e s  t h e r e  have been seve ra l  ca ses  i n  India  

i n  which cattle were k i l l e d  by the  hundreds 'by hail. Indian h a i l s t o r m s  have like- 

W i s e  claimed many human vict ims.  
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