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THE VALUE OF LIGIfl’NING 
--I 

The United S t a t e s  Bureau of Standards h ~ s  recen t ly  publ ished some i n t e r e s t . -  

ing  evidence of the value of l i g h t n i n g  rods,  deduced from r e p o r t s  of f i r e  marshals 

and insurance companies i n  the  United S t a t e s  and Canada, i n  which the l o s s e s  on 

rodded and unrodded bu i ld ings  have been separated.  

Most f i r e  l o s s e s  f rom l igh tn ing  occur i n  rural d i s t r i c t s .  The propor t ion  

of f a r m b u i l d i n g s  equipped with l igh tn ing  rods  i s  not  d e f i n i t e l y  known, except i n  

the state of Iowa, where a c a r e f u l  es t imate  ind ica t e s  about 50 p e r  cent.  During the 

per iod  1919-1921, 28 rodded bu i ld ings  i n  Iowa were destroyed by l i gh tn ing ,  with 

l o s s e s  amounting t o  $87,979. 

were destroyed by l i gh tn ing ,  and the  l o s s e s  were $1,060,668, Thus the  va lue  o f  the  

rodded bu i ld ings  destroyed was only 7.7 p e r  cent .  of t h e  t o t a l ,  a l though the numbor 

In  the  same pe r iod  503 o the r  bu i ld ings  i n  the  state 

exposed t o  l i g h t n i n g  hazards was about  50 p e r  cent .  Very similar condi t ions  pro- 

bably p r e v a i l  over  the  g r e a t e r  p a r t  of t he  mid-western United S t a t e s ,  where i t  i s  

be l ieved  that about  half of t h e  farm bu i ld ings )  a t  leasjt of t h e  b e t t o r  class, are 

Pro tec ted  by rods. 

The Bureau, i n  summing up the  evidence a v a i l a b l e ,  reaches the conclus ion  

that the chance of a n  unrodded farm bu i ld ing  be ing  destroyed by l i gh tn ing  appears  

t o  be about 57 t imes as g r e a t  as that of a rodded bui lding.  
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