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RAISTJG A BRZEZE AT 
Sailors s t i l l  kecp up Kie half-sorions ha l f - j c s t ing  p rac t i cc  of Vhist1ii:g 

for  a breeze, t;'loysh i t  i s  probably not s o  common today as i t  mas a cci1tu;-:r ago. 

Bas i l  H a l l ,  vrritillg i n  1811 of a calm/sea, says: 

ship was ylanted i n  a grove o f  t r e c s ,  s o  iiumerous w e r e  the vli ist lers. l l  

l i e f s  011 t h i s  subject i a  1rel.and a l a t c r  wr i te r  says: 

whistle f o r  i-Ti:ld exce?t i n  n dangerous ?lace. 

at 
"O~IC m i & t  hoxe thought +'hit the 

As t o  be- 

l l In  a dead cairn you m:~ 

Crossing f r o m  Skibbereen t o  Clear 

I s land ,  County Cork,  a f r i e n d  of mine was very nearlg ge t t i ng  in to  a row f o r  in- 

advertently whistling.1t 

a breeze, bu t  t ha t  i t  i s  dangerous t o  indulge i n  loud o r  thoughtloss whist1.ing at- 

In  Cali,fornia sailors say tlint on\: m y  v-rhistle s o f t l y  f o r  

i t  may bring a gale. 

Scratching the mast i s  mother  su:x.rstitious niethod, not ye t  exti i ict ,  of 

making the wind blon. 

f o r  t h i s  purpose; othors proscribe the mizzon, 

Some naiitic&,;l a u t h o r i t i e s  SSJ tlie foremast should be choscn 

S t i l l .  another vrind-raising process 

is t o  s t i c k  a kni fe  i n  the mast a i th  the handle -pointing i n  the d i r ec t ion  f r o m '  

which the nind i s  desired.. 

A :-rell-sce.soned s to ry  t e l l s  of  t'nc sea cagtain vho resor ted  i n  vaia t o  

a l l  the time-honored methods of r a i s i n g  a breeze, As a las t  roso r t  lie caused all. 

the matches on board t o  be co l lec ted  and throtm overboard, except one s o l i t a r y  

match. He then took his stand on the qwrtordcclc, f i l l e d  his piTe, and Struck 

rernai,iiiig match, which :ms :?romptly blown out by a strong nind. 
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