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CALLIMG FOR FAIT; 

Onc of the c u r i o s i t i e s  of neather fo lk lore  i s  t:ie videspread be l iof  that 

b i rds  of v a i o u s  species Ifcall  f o r  r a i n , "  of ten  associated a i th  the be l i e f  t ha t  r a i n  

i s  l i k e l y  t o  occur when thus called. 

e x q l e ,  i s  i i i terpretcd t o  nean: 

%le r a i n  n i l 1  ?ill i t . I l  This assoc iz t ion  with tho robin i s  vcry goncral. i n  the 

United S ta t e s  and Caiiada. 

I' singing f o r  rain.  11 

The f ami l i a r  note o f  tho Alucrican robin, f o r  

!'Bring out y o u r  s k i l l e t ,  b r ing  out you- s k i l l e t ,  

I n  sone p a r t s  of :Jew England the c a l l  i s  described as 

Tne North American c u i 1  o r  bob-white i s  also sa id  t o  "call f o r  r a i n , "  and 

i t s  cry i s  in te rpre ted  t o  be "M0i-e y e t ,  more wet.It 

the same meaning i n  l o c a l i t i e s  as a ide ly  separated as Capo Breton, F lor ida  and tho 

T'ne c a l l  of the loon i s  given 

s t a t e  of Vasllington. The ycllo*:l-billed cuckoo i s  lmom as the "rain cr01.v~~ because 

i t s  noisy c r i e s  are ponularly coasidercd a sign of rain. B o t h  i n  .!@Erica and else- 

-There the ,Suinea-fo'-rl!s cry of IICorne back, come back" i s  thought t o  invoke rain. Xn 

English -proverb says: 

Vhen the peacock loudly Sawls 
Soon net11 have both r a i n  and squalls. t t  

Shakespear6 rhcords a similar be l i e f  about the parrot: 

llclamorous as a pa r ro t  aga ins t  rain." 

I n  Hampshire, England, the misscl-thrush i s  ca l led  the ltstorm-coc:tll be- 

Causc i t  i s  sa id  t o  siAi,y p a r t i c u l a r l y  l.oud and long before rain. 
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