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BRITISH DROUGHTS

It is a common impression on this side of the Atlanfic that ﬁhe rainfall
of the Bﬁitish Isles is normally very heavy; and that a drought sovere enough to
cause the clos1ng of factories and a water famine in towvndg, such as has been rqport-
ed in the recent press despatches from England, is a most unusual event in that
part of the worlde. Britain is a rainy country in the sense that rain is normaliy
of very frequent occurrence there, but the amount of rainfail is roughly about
the same as in the northeastern United Statcs and eastern Canada, and droughts are
not uncommon. The most se7?ere one of recent times in England was that oé 1921, in
the southeastern counties ﬁheré were cxtensive areas in which the fainfall for tho
year was less than 60 por cente of fhe normal, and in some disﬁricts 1t wos less
than half the normal. For the British Isles és a whole the driest year since the
beginning of the nineteenth centur& was 18874

British metoorologists define a2m Yabsolute drcughﬁ“ as & period of mofe
than 14 consecutive days absolutely iithbut rain, a "partial drought" as a perlod
of more than 28 consecutive days, the mean rainfall of which does not exceed .01
inch per day, or the tdtal fall for the 28 days at most barely exceeds a quarter
of an inch, and an "engiﬁeers‘ droughtd as & period of three or more consecutive
moﬁths, he aggregate rainfall of which does not exceed half the average.
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