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BRITISH DROUGEFS 

It i s  a common improssion on %!-lis s ido  or' the Atlant ic  th t  the rainfall 

O f  the B i i t i s h  I s l e s  i s  normally vary heavy, and that a drought sovero onough t o  

cause the closillg of fac tor ies  and a water famine i n  toms, such as has beon report- 

ed i n  the reccnt press despatches from Ibgland, i s  a most unusual event i n  that 

par t  of the norld. Bri ta in  i s  a rainy country i n  the sense that rain i s  normally 

of very frequent occu~rence there, but the amount of rainfall i s  roughly about 

the 

not 

the 

same 2,s i n  the northeastern United States  and eastern Canada, and droughts a re  

uncoinmon. The most  seqere one of recent times i n  England vas t1m.t of 1921. In 

southeastern counties thoro were extensive aroas i n  nhich the rainfall f o r  tho 

year uas less than 60 por cent, of tho normal, aid i n  somo d i s t r i c t s  i t  172,s loss 

t b n  'hszlf the normlo For tho British I s l e s  as a whole the d r i e s t  year since tho 

beginning of the nine teenth contury vas 1887; 

Br i t i sh  metoorologists define s Ifabsolute drought" as a period o f  more 

t'nan 14 consecutive days absolutely without rain,  a "par t ia l  drought11 a8 a period 

of more t'nan 28 consecutive days,  the mean rainfall o f  which does not exceed .01 

inch -par day, o r  the t o t a l  f a l l  for tbe 28 day8 at most barely exceeds a quarter 

o f  an inch, and an "engineerst 

months, t3e aggregate raiilfall 

( A l l  r igh ts  

drought" as a period of three o r  more consecutive 

of which does n o t  exceed lmlf the average, 
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