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- EXtLY D3OUGHTS I?GL-UID. 

In vicw-r o f  th3 sovers drought from yhich m g l m d  has l:),tely bcca suffsr- 

ing it  i s  of i n t c r c s t  t o  r o c a l l  thc f a c t  tha t  tho rnodiwvQ chroniclcs o f  Br i ta in  

abounds i n  rccords of siuilar v is i tq t io i l s ,  Tnc cLrr l ios t  one meiitioncd occurrod i n  

Vtzlcs i n  A- D. 298. In 675 bcgm a s c r i c s  of groat droughts, Thich rocurrcd m- 

i iml ly  for  s ix  o r  scvcil :wars. 

by 3. i?icturcsquc incident,  doscribcd i n  thc Vciicrzblc Bcdols llEcclcsisstic?dl His- 

The culminating point of this dry s p e l l  nas marlcod 

tory of 3;1glcwnd1i. Tho sccao i s  mo:ig tho South Scvtons xtd t 3d  -;ear 681. 

"But Bishop :i'ilfrcd," rrc rcad, % h i l o  p c i c h i n g  ths gospa1 t o  tlic pcoplo, 

not only dclivcrod them from thc miser7 of c tc rna l  dmuntion, but  also Prom a t o r -  

r i b l c  c.-,lmitg o f  tcmporal dczth, For no rain h x l  fa l lc i l  i n  that d i s t r i c t  f o r  

three ycurs bcforo his clrrivril i n  tho grovincc, -7horcupon a griovous f.?mi;ic f c l l  

q o n  thc pcoplc 2nd pitilessly dostroycd tlicm. * ,But on t'nc vory day on vhich.  

tho nation reccivod tho baptism of thc f a i t h ,  them f c l l  (3. s o f t  but plCiXtil"U1 rd.n,  

the car th  rcvivcd, tho f i o l d s  g r m  groon again, and tho soason m s  $lsns:mt 

fruitful.If Tho assor t ion that no rain f o l l  f o r  t h r w  ycxrs i s  douhtlcss ai oxxg- 

g e r s t i  0;1. 

. .  

Eiglmd vas nff l ic tor l  b:r a t a r r i b l o  drougkt i n  1114, *?hen grq,i;i f i o l d s  

and foros ts  t o o k  f i r o  m d  tho Tl~mos at  London 77~3 at tirnos so i1oarlJr dry that 

chi ldren mdod across it. A t  that period, ho-xvcr, tha r i v c r  had n o t  boon embanked 

and the t i d e ,  not confinud :.litliin narro'7 cl.imxmls, did r i o t  run so  decp 2.9 at pros- 

ont ,  iior scour the r ivor  bed. 

consecutive t.no goars iil Eilelish history.  

Eie gears 1252 ?.nd 1253 -mrc yrobabl:? tbc c?riest 
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