4 A Science Service Featufo

Released on receipt C

but intended for use :

July 27, 1929. ? THY THE TEATHER ? Mailed July 20, 1929.

By Charles Fitzhugh Tolmon,
Authority on Metcorology..

EARLY DROUGHTS IN EHGLM&}

In view of the scvere drought from which England hos 1ntely beon suffor-
ing it is of intcrest to rccall the fact that the modincvnl chronicles of Britain
abounds in records of similar visitntions.% The car;icst onc mentioned occurred in
Wales in Jde. D. 298, In 675 bogan o sorics of great droughts, which recurred an-
nwlly for six or scven rears. The culminating point of this dry spell was marked
by o wicturcsgue incidont,‘describcd in the Venorablo Bodo{s "Ecclosinsticnl His~
tory of Zngland". The scenc is among the South Saxons ond tho yoar 68L.

"But Bishop Tilfred," we rcad, "whilo nreaching thoe gospol to tho poovle,
not only dclivered them from the miscry of otornal;damnqtion,’but also from a tor-
rible cnlamity of temporal decath, For no rain had fallen in that district for
three ycars beforo his arrival in the provinco,lﬂheroupon o gricvous faﬁinc fell
upon the people and pitilessly dostroyoed them...;. .But on tho very ddy on which.
the nation reccived the baptism of the faith, therc fell a soft but plentiful roin,
the earth rovived, the ficlds grow groen again, and tho scason 7as plcasant‘and
- fruitful.," The assertion that no rain foll for three years is doubtless on exag-
geration.

England was afflicted by a terrible drought in 1114,\when groin fields
and forests took fire omd the Thomos ot London was ot times so noarly dry thot
children waded across it.’ At that period, however, the river had not becn cmbanked
ond the tide, not confined within narrov chamiels, did not run so deop as at pres~
ent, nor scour the river bed. The vears 1252 nnd 1253 werc orobably the driest
consecutive two years in English history.‘
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