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Wea.ther-making s u p e r s t i t i o n s  have alwEtys p reva i l ed  widely among the  

American Indiana ,  and though a major po r t ion  of them r e l a t e  t o  rain-making, severa l  

have t o  do w i t h  o t h e r  elements of weather. The problem of d i s p e l l i n g  Pog,  which 

has l a t e l y  claimed so much a t t e n t i o n  on the  p a r t  of white  men, was tackled long ago 

by the redskina.  J.O. Gorsey, wr i t i ng  of t he  ! h r t l e  subgens of the Omaha, says: 

"In the  time of a f o g  the  men of t h i s  subgens drew the  figure o f  a t u r t l e  

on the ground with i t s  f a c e  t o  the  south. 

and each l eg  were placed sinall n ieces  o f  a red breech c l o t h ,  rith some tobacco. 

On the  head, tail,  middle' of the back 

ThYs,they imagined, vould make the  fog d isappear  very 

The Dakota Indians a t  one time hzd a corrpany of rren who claimed the ex- 

c lus ive  power and p r i v i l e g e  of f i g h t i n g  t h G d e r .  

approaching thunderstorm, the men nvuld take  t h e i r  bows and arrows, t h e i r  magic 

lillien they  Tished t o  d r i v e  aFay a n  

drum, and a s o r t  of wh i s t l e  mc!e of the wing bone of an  eag le ,  and, thus  armed, 

would run ou t  and f i r e  a t  the  r i s i n g  cloud, whooping, y e l l i n g ,  v h i s t l i n g  and beat- 

ing  t h e i r  drum t o  f r i g h t e n  i t  away. 

a f t e r  one of the thunder f i g h t e r s  was s t r u c k  dead by l i gh tn ing .  

The p r a c t i c e  i s  said t o  have been abandoned 

Men o f  the  Kanze gens of the Omaha were Vind people ,  and f lapped t h e i r  

b lankets  t o  start a breeze,  
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