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7 WHY THE IVXATHER 7 Mailed July 24, 1929. 

By Charles Fitzhugh $alma,n, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

THE: SCENERY OF THE CLOUDS - 
Tracing i n  the clouds resemblmces t o  objects on e a r t h  i s  not exclusively 

the i d l e  pastime described i n  Coleridge's lines-- 

"Oh, i t  i s  pleasant with a hear t  a t  ease, 
Just a f t e r  sunset o r  by moonlight skies, 

O r  l e t  the e a s i l y  persuaded eyes 

Of a f r iend ' s  fancy.11 

To make the shining clouds be w h a t  you please, 

Own each quaint l ikeness  issuing f r o m  the mould 

It was doubtless by niems of such comparisons that men f i r s t  described the more dis- 

t inc t ive  fo rms  of cloud t o  one another, ident i f ied  them and gave them names. There 

a r e  many reminders of the custom i n  our modern vocabulary, which contains such cloud 

"udder cloudll, fVetterbaumI1 (weather t ree ,  i n  German), etc. Even i n  some of the 

more elaborate s c i e n t i f i c  systems of cloud nomenclature we f i n d  such terms as IlCirrus 

equinustl, f f C irrus vertebra tus If, and " A l t  +cumulus cast e l  latus I t  

I n  general l i t e r a t u r e  probably the commonest s imiles  and metaphors re la t ing  

to clouds a r e  those that  describe the ranks o f  alto-cumulus, which wear 

!!The beauteous semblance of a f lock  a t  rest." 

It was such clouds that Ruskin cal led Itflocks o f  Admetus under Apollo's keeping-ll 
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