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FU'HAT IS SZ~TEOROIIOGY? 

h 4 e t e o r o l o a  i s  the science o f  the atmosphere and i t s  phenomena, including 

weather, Nowadays, when we speak of a ltraeteortl, we generally mean a shooting star; 

but  foyiiierly this term was appl ied (and it  s t i l l  of ten i s  by s c i e n t i f i c  m i t e r s  and 

also by non-scientific w r i t e r s  who a r e  fond o f  old-fashfoned phraseologj) t o  a 

great var ie ty  of phenomena and appearances i n  the atmosphere, including clouds, 

rain, snow, rainbow a r d  so forth; these being sometimes c l a s s i f i e d  as hydrometeors 

(phenori;em of atmospheric moisture) photometeors (phenomena of atmospheric optics), 

elec,Lricsl ri1eteors (?henomem of atmospheric e l e c t r i c i t y )  , etc.  That i s  how the 

Science of the atmosphere cane t o  have i t s  present namea 

Meteorology i s  not  a branch of astronomyo These two sciences a r e  as d i f -  

ferent  from each o the r  as zoology is from botany. 

and 'c'ney Bover:lap:I each other  t o  some extent,  Just as every science does cer ta in  

They a r e  both founded on physics, 

0th-s;  

astronoinical o'osesvatory i s  not  the place to  seek it:. while i f  you wish t o  M e  

inquiries about conets, sunspots, ecl ipses ,  standard time o r  the date  on which 

k s t e r  f e l l  i n  a cer ta in  yoax, do not apply t o  the Weather Bureau. 

but if you want inforrmtion about the atmosphere, weather and climate,  an 
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