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llSUNSIiINE SHOWERS It 

There are many o ld  proverbs and sayings about the  phenomenon of r a i n  

f a l l i n g  du r ing  sunshine. Thus: 

"A sunshiny shower 
Never lasts a n  hour." 

"Sunshiny ra in  
W i l l  soon go again." 

"Sunshine and shower, rain again tomorrow. 11 

We a r e  to!. l i ' that  if i t  r a i n s  while  t he  sun i s  shining,  the  d e v i l  i s  beat- 

ing h i s  grandmother; he i s  laughing and she i s  crying. An American v a r i a n t  i s  

that the  d e v i l  i s  >eating h i s  wi fe  with a codfieh.  

According t o  Fanny Bergen ("Current Supe r s t i t i ons t1 )  , %he Vey people of 

West Africa say that such a shower i s  a 6i@ that a leopardess  has just given b i r t h  

t o  young. In Japan t he  occurrence i s  s a i d  t o  ind ica t e  that  a wedding procession of 

foxes i s  pass ing  near  by, and t h e  ch i ld ren  have a p r e t t y  custom of running t o  the  

support ing p i l l a r s  of t he  house t o  p l ace  %he e a r  aga ins t  them and l i s t e n  f o r  the  

foxes' f o o t f a l l s .  The l i t t l e  people a l s o  i n t e r l a c e  t h e i r  f i n g e r s  a c e r t a i n  way; 

then, peeping through the  ch inks  between the f i n g e r s ,  they say they can see the  

Wedding t r a i n .  

D r .  Humphreys, i n  his  IIWenther Proverbs",  says: Wbviously sunshine and 

shower' gene ra l ly  implies  rain from a cloud of very l i m i t e d  ex ten t ,  and ra in  from 

60 small a cloud implies ,  i n  turn, a u i t e  humid air and a d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  temper- 

ature favorable  t o  l o c a l  ascens ions  and overturns .  Hence, as such cond i t ions  con+ 
monly p e r s i s t  from one t o  seve ra l  days, sunshine and shower on one day m y  we l l  be 
followed by showers the next  day.I' 
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