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--- THX CATJSES OF D3OUCETS 

me widespread drought of recent weeks i n  the United S ta t e s  and Canada 

and the even more severe recent droiights i n  the Old World r a i s e  the question that 

inev i t ab ly  Occurs i n  connection with any abnormality o f  wcather--What i s  the causa? 

Droughts i n  the t e q e r a t e  zone are mainly due t o  disturbances--relatively 

s l i g h t  f r o m  the meteorological po in t  of view--in the  wind system of the region 

affected., Sometimes the s to rm t racks  a re  sh i f t ed  m7ay from t h e i r  usual loca t ions ,  

o r  again the number of storms-:i,e,, cyclonic distmrbances--passing along these 

t racks  may be fewer than usual& Most of the r a i n f a l l  i n  our l a t i t u d e s  i s  brought 

by cyclones; e i t h e r  i n  the shape of  general r a ins  over the cyclonic a rea  o r  scat- 

tered thmdershomers, which a r e  most  common i n  the region bo the south and'southsast 

of  the cyclone center, 

It  i s  usua l ly  easy t o  t race  the proximate causes o f  droughts by examining 

a f i l e  of d a i l y  weather m p s  f o r  the droughty period, but the more remote causes, 

Uriderlying the abnormal cyclonic phenomena, a r e  a.laays more o r  l e s s  obscure. 

belong t o  Itworld meteorology", 

They 

The bes t  t h a t  the meteorologist can y c t  do toward 

pu t t ing  h i s  f inger  on the cause of a severe drought o r  any other s t r i k i n g  l o c a l  ah- 

normality o f  weather i s  t o  show t h a t  c e r t a i n  quasi-permanent centers of high or low 

barometric pressure (known as Ilatmospheric centers o f  action") have been abnormal, 

e i t h e r  i n  in t ens i ty  o r  i n  location. Some of these centers n o s t  c lose ly  connecteil 

n i t h  American weather a re  the Iceland and Aleutian ! t l o w s ~ f ,  and the sub t rop ica l  

North At lan t ic  "high", sometimes ca l led  the "Azores high1', 
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