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EVAPORATION FXOM RESIiCRVOIXS 

According t o  I, E. EO&, of the U. S. Bureau o f  Re'clmation, evzporation 

f r o m  reservoi r  E;I.rfaces on the vixrious i r r i g a t i o n  p ro jec t s  maintained by the Re- 

clamation B-creav- i n  the west causes a l o s s  of a3o.ut 1,000,000 acre-feet o f  water a 

year; enou& water t o  i r r i g a t e  an a rea  of about 250,000 acres  of l,ud. For man.:- 

3reai-s the Bureau has Waswed evaporation on the i r r i g a t i o n  p o j e c t s  where la;*@ 

storage reservoi rs  a r e  necessary p a r t s  of the works,  the measurements being made by 

noting the l o s s  o f  water i n  >am, e i t h e r  f l o a t i n g  on the water i n  lakes and reser- 

vo i r s  o r  standing on land, 

These Eeasurements show tha t  evaporation losses  f rom lake and reservoi r  

surfaces i n  the western United S ta t e s  vary from &bout 2* f e e t  per annum i n  the 

norffie1-n mountainous regions t o  about 5 f e e t  per annum i n  p a r t s  o f  the southwestern 

s t a t e s .  Shoshone Reservoir, located 5,400 f e e t  above sea l e v e l ,  has an average 

annual evaporati.oii of about 2$ f e e t ;  Lake Tohoe, CalJf,, a l t i t u d e  6,230 f e e t ,  loses 

about 35 f e e t  a year; Elephant Butte Reservoir, i n  southern Nen Xexico, a l t i t u d e  

4,500 f e e t ,  loses  about E;-$ f e e t  a year by evaporation. A land pan record i n  the 

y m a ,  A r i z . ,  c i t r u s  d i s t r i c t ,  shows tha t  8 reservoi r  i n  tha t  region would have an 

avorage aniiual evaporation as high as 6% f e e t ,  

A t  a l l  s t a t ions  the evaporation va r i e s  considerably from year t o  geai-. 
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