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DISPELIiING FOG 
I"?e a r t i f i c i a l  d i sue r sa l  of fog has lonz been B desiderstun, bu t  i t  has 

a t t r a c t e d  much more a t t e n t i o n  than ever before since the advent of av ia t ion ,  vkich 

i6 more seyiously hampered by fog than by any other eI.eimnt of  weather. 

the smll area, embraced i n  landing-fields could. be kept f r e e  of  foe;, the naviga.tion 

Of the air would be imnensely fac i l - i t a ted ,  

I f  mere1.g 

A s  i n  thc case o f  rain-making, the object i s  a t t a inab le ,  by methods nov 

!aonn, but only n i t h i n  narrow l i m i t s  and uiider favorable conditions. While some 

f o z s  a re  rililes deep, the majority <-re r e l a t i v e l y  shallon, 

a, low-1yiiig fog micht be d ispe l led  by heating the air, thus causing the fog t o  evap- 

orate,or by draining away the fog-laden a i r  throbyh underground channels, Both pro- 

cesses have been ser ious ly  proposed but have been re jec ted  a f t e r  ca re fu l  calculation 

Over a fow aci'es of land 

of the ex?eiise t h a t  nould be entailed.  

A tl1ii-d p o s s i b i l i t y  is t o  e l e c t r i f y  the minute droplets of the fog s o  as 

t o  promote t h e i r  coalescence in to  l a rge r  drops that vould f a l l  rapidly t o  the 

ground, 

conclusion tha t  adjacent non-electrif ied drops do not r ead i ly  un i t e  i n  6% air ,  

Xqoeriments made by the f i r s t  Lord Rayloigh ha l f  a century ago lead  t o  the 

probably on account o f  the f i l m  of air between them, but %A e l e c t r i c  disckarge from 

drop t o  drop tends t o  break down t h i s  f i l m  and permit coalescencp. The problem not 

Yet solved, i s  t o  e l e c t r i f y  a comparatively la rge  volume of fog. 

of e l e c t r i c i t y ,  e l e c t r i f i e d  spray and e l e c t r i f i e d  swd have all been employed f o r  

carrying ill? e l e c t r i c  charge i n t o  a mass o f  fog, 'out tha result , ,  though soinetimes 

Brush discharges 

appreciable, do not appear t o  ind ica te  tha t  the proccss i s  of p r a c t i c a l  value. 
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