
A Scicncc Scrvicc Fcaturc 
Mailed on rccc ip t  
but .iiltondcd far use 
September 2 ,  1929. 0 WJE THEVEATKE3 7 Mailed Augqist 26, 1929. 

By Charlcs Fitzhugh Talmn, 
Authority on Abtcorology 

V I  SIB I L I  TY 

111 ordixary laliguagc l lvis ibi l i tyl l  means merclj  tlic s t a t c  o f  bcfng v i s i b l e ,  

but mctcorologists usually t h i s  tcrm t o  thc t r an sp ~rciicg o f  tile air, A 

gel1eratio;i o r  morc ago tbc term mas s t i l l  fur thcr  spocializod iil metcorological USQ 

by being applied, not t o  traiisporency i n  general, but t o  an czcoptional degroe of 

transparoilcy; t rad i t iona l ly  regarded aS/Sign of r a i n  o r  storm. nius a ne11 Imo~m 
a 

B r i t i s h  TTork on m e t o o r o l o g j  by Ralph Abcrcrombg, published i n  1885, spcalcs of W a t  

unusual cleai-nzss of thc atrnosphori: laom as t v i s i b i l i ~ ? , ~ t l  

atmospherc i s  s t i l l  recorded i n  thc Beaufort vcathcr nota,tioa by thc l e t t o r  llvll. 

This stato of tlie 

I T i t i i  thc advcnt of a v i a t i c a  thc tcrm bogpi  t o  bc uscd i n  a somcvhat 

d i f f c r s n t  7.7~~7. 

and othor objects cai bo SOCiZ, and ho r c f o r i  t o  this as tho %is ib i l i ty1I ,  nhich may 

bo charactmized, as good, bad, fair ,  ctc. ,  o r  by s t a t i a g  tlist the v i s i b i l i t y  i s  

I t  one m i l e l l  o r  If five rnilesll, ctc. 

Tho aviator  i s  much intcrostcd i n  thc distanco at wkich landmarlcs 

I n  metcorological records a i d  reports  v i s i b i l i t y  

i s  often eqressed 011 n n m c r i c a l  scale o f  dcgrecs. I?zcrc i s  an internat ional  

scalc  fang this purposc, vhicli rocognizcs ton dogrcos o f  v i s i b i l i t y ,  and thore a rc  

scvcral  o t h o r s  uscd bg iiidividual ncather services, 

Airnay nenthcr obsorvors i n  tho Unitcd Statcs  r q o r t  IIno visibi1it;rll i f '  

objocts caiiiiot be distinguishod st a greator d i s t m e c  t3.m ai cichthof c1 mile, a i d  

rcpor t  tho vis ibi1i t ; j  aa ltunlimitCdll i f  objocts can bo S C C i i  a t  a d is ta icc  of tc:i 

m i l o s  o r  more. 
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