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7 mTHEWEATKE9 7 

By Charles Fitzhugh T a l r i ,  
Authority on Meteorology 

- MIAT JS A CYCLONX7 

The word Itcyclonef1 was coined by Henry Piddington, o f  Calcutta, i n  the 

Year 1848, as the generic name for  a l l  Ifcircular or  highly curved winds'(, but it has 

Undergone a twofold process of evolution since i t  was introduced. 

account' of i t s  ear ly  associations with the storms of the t ropics ,  t h i s  term came t o  

connote, i n  popular usage, a v io len t  wind, and a t  the present time, especially i n  

America, i t  i s  very widely used, outside o f  s c i e n t i f i c  c i r c l e s ,  as a synonym of  

If t ornad 011. 

Probably on 

In  s c i e n t i f i c  language the word i s  not applied t o  tornadoes o r  other small 

and l o c a l  whirlwinds 

pressure with i t s  attendant system o f  winds. 

but s ign i f ies  a somewhat extensive area o f  low barom6 t r i c  

The cyclones occur*PingwMhin the trope 

ics  (cal led lltropical cyclonestf) a re  smaller, on the average, than tliose of higher 

l a t i t u d e s  and i n  many cases a re  t'ae m o s t  v iolent  of a l l  storms except tornado~sr  

Those occurring i n  higher l a t i t u d e s  (nextra,-tropical cyclones11) , nhether originating 

there o r  i n  the t ropics ,  usually bring about marked changes of weather and temper+ 

ture during the i r  passage, while t h e i r  ninds may be e i ther  high o r  othernise. !Tropi- 

c a l  cyclones a re  ca l led  llhurricaneslf when violent  but not :-rhen of moderate force. I n  

the Far E'ast a t ropica l  cyclone $6 commonly cal led a lftmhoonll, or, i n  the P h i l i p  

Pines,  a ifbaguio1I. 

There i s  a marked tendency on the p a r t  of meteorologists t o  avoid the word 

"cyclone11 i n  re fer r ing  t o  extr+tropical  cyclones and t o  speak, instead, o f  t t l o a s l l ,  
"depressionst1, "cyclonic disturbances", e%, This i s  presumably the r e s u l t  o f  the . 
Popular ident i f ica t ion  o f  t h i s  word with the tornado. 
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