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VALUE OF Al AIRVAY TEATHER STRVICE

Along tho flying sections of the Tronscontinontal Air Transport systom,
vhich is a combinod air a:d rail routc betwoen New York nnd Ios angcles, the opcr%t_
ing company maintains a lérgc private weathorvsorvico. The company states that dur-
ing the first thirty days after the line.oponod for rogular passenger traffic, on
July 8, 1929, the value Qf the weather service was demoiastrated at lecast ton times,
Pilots aloft —orc advised by radio to detour around storm centers and in no case
wore passangers awaro that a deviation had beon made from the recgulnr course.

The first casc of this kind occurrod on the day rogular flights bogan. 4
storm centored over the lino between Columbus and Indianppolis. Radio instructions
from tho company's woathor station at Columbus cauged tho pilots to detour to the
north. The storm was avoidad; but the passongers wcrd wnarare of tho nearness of
the bad ~pathor and the planes reachod their destinntions on time.

Freguont domonstratioas of the valuc of this sorvice havo boon given at
Los Angeles vhon oarly moraing coastal fog sottles ovor tho —wostern terminal fiold.
Advice from tho observation stations located in the mountains surrounding Los
Angeles has permitted piiots to climb through thoe fog, confident thnt it docs not
extend above the mountaiantops. ‘Above.the fog banks the sun shines brightly and tho
pilot hoads his plaone castward, passing the edge of the fog a fow milcs from Los
Angeles., ' |
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