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RAIX-PRINTS IN E E  BOCKS 

aainstorms tha t  occurred scores of mill ions of year& before there mere any 

umbrellas o r  l?wnan beings t o  carry them have l e f t  t h e i r  records i n  the rocks, i n  the 

shape of wkat geologists c a l l  tfruin-printsn,  o r  sometimes "fossil raindrops''. The 

drops of the ancient showw p i t t e d  a surface of s o f t  sand or mud, into which other 

material was d r i f t e d  by the aind,  and the impressions were thus preserved until., i n  

the course of agcs,  the substance had hardoned i n t o  rock, 

Raiiwprints throw a good deal of l i g h t  upon the climate and weathor o f  past 

geological epochs. 

the rocks indicate approximatekj hot7 long ago thc shovers 'occurred. 

tho p r i n t s  shov the direct ion %Ad force of the aind that prcvailcd during the shoncr, 

The f o s s i l s  accompanying the p r i n t s  an8 other charac te r i s t ics  of 

Eio shapes of 

Thus if the nind 'olen from the south, the southcrn s ido  of tho dopression vi11 s l o p  

gradually doviivai-d toward thc oppositc sido. Thc grcator thc contrast  i n  s tccpness 

b c t w c n  the opposite s lopos,  tho sdmnger must havo bccn thc nind, 
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