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-- A I T  bITORGOTTEN GULF HUE?ICANE 

A t rop ica l  hurricane tha t  v i s i t e d  the Gulf of hcexi'co i n  Au&vst, 1856, be- 

fore there was any government meteorological service t o  keep a lookout f o r  sucb 

events and record t h e i r  h i s to ry ,  nould scarcely be remembered at the pl'eseilt daY 

i f  Lafcadio Eearn had not penned the s tory  of the stormts t r ag ic  e f f e c t s  at; Last 

I s land ,  a summer r e s o r t  off the Louisiana coast. The descr ip t ion ,  which n i l 1  'de 

found i n  h i s  IIC'nita; a Memory of Last IslandIf, i s  ce r t a in ly  the most v i v i d  word 

p ic ture  of a storm i n  a l l  l i t e r a t u r e ,  

where, while l o u r  hundred guests were dancing the night a m y ,  the maters of t h e  Gulf 

r o l l e d  i n ,  the building collapsed, and most of the dancers perished. 

In t e re s t  centers at the fashionable h o t c l  

A b r i e f  and much more yrosaic account of this event i s  given i n  Lorin 

Blodgetls "Climatology o f  the United S ta tes" ,  published i n  1857. 

"may have come up from the southern portion o f  the Gulf, though i t  was ap$areiitlg 

cen t r a l  at t'ne coast of Louisiana near ly  south of  New Orleans. 

The s t o r m ,  he s a p ,  

A t  I l e  Derniore, o r  

Last Island, i t  began with a high  northeast  nind on Saturday, AP&Ust g t h ,  nit11 a 

surf r o l l i n g  with rap id ly  increasing violence from southeast, w!licll indicated a 

gale i n  the distance i n  that quarter.  This increased tkrough the morning of m d a y  

the lo th ,  when the gale had changed t o  southeast and was at i t s  height,  flooding t h e  

i s land  and destroying everything on it.'[ 


