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EQ,UIBO CT I AL STONIS 

'Pie delusive notion tllat the equinoxes of spring and f a l l  are par t icu lar ly  

Stormy IJeriods of the year i s  one of hoary antiquity. 

traced, 'out i t  doubtless took i ts  r i s e  at a time wlnen a s t r o l o g y  passed f o r  sound 

I ts  or igin has n o t  been 

science, and a l l  things t e r r e s t r i a l  were sugposed t o  be governod b$ the movements 

of the heavenly bodies, There are  a l lusions t o  the be l ie f  i n  c lass ica l  l i t e r -  

ature, Catullus, f o r  example, re fe rs  t o  the "cae l i  furor aea_uinoctialis'l -- the 

raging of the equinoctial  sk;TI-. 

!The notion f lourishes  today i n  western Europe; par t icu lar ly  i n  t?ie 3ri t ish 

Is les ,  

Dictionary; the e a r l i e s t  dat ing f r o m  the middle of the eighteenth century. 

Several references t o  i t  i n  English l i t e r a t u r e  are  cited i n  the New Xiiglisfi 

A 

variant  of Cae bel ie f  i s  found i n  irestern fiigland, where people talk Of "Mfclmel- 

riggsll -- strong winds supposed t o  prevai l  about Michaelmas (September 29) 

Tne h e r i c a n  concaption of eouinoctial  s to rms  d i f f e r s  somewhat f r o m  the 

ideas prevail ing abroad. 

at the time o f  the vernal equinox -- though the month of March as a whole has an UL 

deserved reputation f o r  windiness -- but there i s  a well-sottled be l ie f  that a. single  

In t h i s  country we ra re ly  hear o f  such storms occurring 

stormy yeriod invariably occurs some time around the autvnmal equinox (fallin;; this 

:war on SeFtember 33). 
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