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NEWSPBPEII REFERENCES TO THE EQUINOCTIAL STORM 

References i n  New York  newspapers of the nineteenth century t o  t'nat 

shadowy event, the equinoctial  s t o r m ,  mere co l lec ted  some years ago by J. H. 

Morrison, who published his gleanings i n  a l i t t l e  book. 

31 severe storm i n  September, 1815, which appears t o  have exteaded over the 

whole eas te rn  seaboard of the Uiiited S ta tes ,  i s  re fer red  t o  as "tho equinoctial  

gale". & iten: yublished i n  SeFtember, 1838. read: 

steady, sodciag northeast  rains which usually urecede o r  atte-nd the actmna'! 

eciuinox. 

"We had yesterday one of t3e 

I n  September, 184-1, appeared the following: ! l a t e r  a dry s p e l l  of uii- 

usual durat ior ,  we 'had a s l i g h t  shower on Saturday night l as t ,  Inhick mas succeeded 

;yesterday by a s e t t l e d  rain from the northeast ,  a genuine eauinoctia1.I' 

SeptemSer, 1853, i t  i s  remarked: 

prelude o f  t22e equinoctial  s t o r m s ,  which a re  generally attoilded v i t h  more o r  less  

d i  sa3 tr ous e f l e c  ts . 

In 

I'Wednesday n ight t  s gale  may b e  considered as a 

In  1882, under the headlinp "The Equinoctial StormJ1, i s  the follovriiig 

statement: "If the storm of the p a s t  few dayis was n o t  the t rad i t iona l  l i n e  s to rm,  

mhich sc i e i i t i s t s  inform us does not e x i s t ,  but which nevertheless appears just  

about t h i s  ?or t ion  o f  t'fie month, i t  resembled the genuine a r t i c l e  as c lose ly  5s 

was desira3le.  

E:e skept ica l  a t t i t u d e  o f  science, re fe r red  t o  i n  the last  of these ex- 

t r a c t s ,  was Zully confirmed a few Years l a t e r  by the s t a t i s t i c a l  s tud ies  of Dr. 

Robert H. Scot t  i n  Xngland and Prof. H. A. Hazen i n  America, proviilg that there i s  

no maximum of s torm frequency 
the autumn equinox [ A l l  r i g h t s  

i n  e i t h e r  country close t o  the time of the spi-ilx o r  
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