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A SEMI-DEFUNCT SUPZRSTITION

A four docados ago Europcan agriculturists and horticulturists “rere wasting
a vast amount of monoy in firing connoa:, bombs and‘rockots at the clouds for the
purposc of averting anilstorms. The vigorous compaign of cducation conductcd'by
mctcorologists with rospoct to this dolusive practice scems to have borne fruit, for
little is heard nomadays about "hail-shooting®, as the procoss is often colled. It
socms, however, that tho‘nov skopticism of the public concerning the merits of hail-
shooting docs not ncecssarily imoly abandonment of the cqually foolish idea that
the firing of cxplosives may affect the w7eather in othor -rars.

Some uﬁrcgonornto hail-shootor in the villzg; of Pollestres, ncar the city
of Perpigaan, in southera Fraace, was lately accused by his ncighbors of causing o
drought in that viciaity by firing rockets at tho clouds, The village authorities
accordingly addresscd o momorinl to the prefect of the dcpartmont, rcquestiug thot
the nractice be stodwods The preamblce runs as follows:

"Thoroas,iaccording to our learned mcteorologists, the firing of rockets
is ~rithout offecet on hailstorms,

. ¥hcroas said rockets can attain o height of only 1,000 to 1,200 meters,

while the frozen clouds are at 3,000 to 4,000 motors,

MAnd vhoroas, in consoquence of such firing, the water clouds arc cuickl-
dissipated and thercfore cammot give their maximum of rain,¥ cte..
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