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.. .'E&THER FACTS 

The lowest natural air temperature ever regis tered by accurate instruments 

was 155 degrees below zero Fahrenheit. This sample of f r i g i d  weather was not ,  how- 

ever, found anywhere near the ear th ' s  surface, but at a height o f  about 10 miles 

above Java. ?);?e recording instrument was carr ied by a sounding-balloon. 

Tne ear th ' s  atmosphere woighs 5,633,000,000,000,000 tons -- yet  we use 

the c o q a r i s o n  "as l i g h t  as airtlI 

A t  Opid's Camp, California,  on Ayril  5, 1926, a l i t t l e  over an  inch of 

ra in  fell i n  one minute. This was the f a s t e s t  shower on record. * 

In Europe a considerable amount of armnunition l e f t  over from the world 

w a r  has  been used f o r  producing great explosions, a t  times announced in  akvance, 

i n  order that the a u d i b i l i t y  o f  the sound at d is tan t  places might be noted. The 

r e s u l t s  a r e  expected to  c l e a r  up some disputed points about physical progert ies  of 

the atmosphere, especially a t  high levels .  

There is no p a r t  of the ear th  where ra in  never falls ,  except, probably, 

in  tne i n t e r i o r  of Greenland and Antctretiqvhere the prec ip i ta t ion  i s  all i n  the 

f o r u  of snow. 

A streamer of the aurora borea l i s  measured photographically i n  N o m y  

extended t o  a height of 450 miles above the earth. 

Some t h i r t y  o r  f o r t y  different  systems of v i s i b l e  s to rm signals are dis- 

played i n  d i f fe ren t  maritime regions of the world. 
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